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Introduction

We saw a wide range of responses that overall covered all of our mark points with the
exception of one in question 9. There appeared to be fewer blank responses than in previous
series. The multiple-choice questions generated a range of responses and the calculations
were given good attempts, although candidates still cannot do ratios and express their
answers to an appropriate number of significant figures and decimal places. There were
some really good attempts at the two levels-based questions, with few blank responses seen.
From some responses seen it was clear that candidates are being taught how to approach
this style of question and how to structure their answer. It was also evident that centres are
using the mark schemes and examiner reports from previous series to prepare their
candidates for their assessment.
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Question 1 (a)(i)

This was invariably answered well by the vast majority of candidates. However, as expected,
the commonest mistake was to use T instead of U.

4International Advanced Level Biology WBI11 01



Question 1 (a)(ii)

Most candidates could name this stage of protein synthesis as transcription. If the mark was
not awarded it tended to be because the candidate had hedged their bets and written both
transcription and translation.
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Question 1 (a)(iii)

Most candidates correctly identified the enzyme as RNA polymerase. The most common
errors were references to polymerase (unqualified) or to DNA polymerase or helicase.
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Question 1 (b)

This was answered reasonably well with a good number of candidates able to score 2 or 3
marks and many scoring at least 1 mark. However, in the poorer responses, candidates did
not give clear and categorical statements about similarities or differences. Few used a table.

Each of the five marking points were observed in the range of responses seen.

For similarities, candidates generally scored mark point 1 for nucleotides or ribose or the
correct 4 bases, however, a number of candidates referred to both having U (uracil) without
reference to the other 3 bases. Most candidates were aware of the single stranded nature of
both molecules for mark point 2.

For differences, mark point 3 scored well in general, with less candidates scoring mark point
4 and even less scoring mark point 5.

A good number of responses scored mark point 4 by reference to the presence or lack of
H-bonds with slightly less referencing linear versus folded (or clover leaf shaped). Few
candidates referred to loops.

For mark point 5, many candidates had difficulty expressing their answer clearly in terms of
the binding site.
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This is a good illustration of what we expected for mark point 1, 4 and
5.
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This response illustrates what we were after for mark points 2, 1 and 3.

There are two important things to remember when answering
compare and contrast questions:

You must have at least one similarity and one difference to access
full marks
You must clearly state that 'both' have something and clearly state if
something is a something – you will not get marks for writing two
separate descriptions.

9 International Advanced Level Biology WBI11 01



Question 2 (b)

Although most candidates were able to score a mark here with a value within the accepted
range, a common error was to give too many decimal places.
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Question 2 (c)

A good number of candidates were able to produce clear responses by homing in on
explaining the changes in the blood volume, with reference to both graphs.

Those candidates who did that generally fared well, scoring all 3 marks or at least 2 marks.
The mark that was awarded the least frequently was mark point 3.

However, there were many responses which failed to answer the question properly and just
described the graph or volume changes, without reference to pressure. Some responses
simply described the journey of blood through the heart.

This response illustrates all three of our mark points. Ideally, we
wanted the candidates to refer to an increase or decrease in volume
but we did allow references to high and low provided it was clear.

If a question requires you to write about changes, then you should be
referring to increase, decrease or no change.
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Question 3 (a)(i)

Many candidates drew the bond correctly. A wide range of drawings were seen by candidates
who could not draw it correctly, with common errors including not putting the 'O' in, joining
up the incorrect carbons and adding extra atoms to the diagram which were wrong.

This is what we were ideally wanting for this question, although we did
not mind if the bond was drawn horizontally.
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Question 3 (a)(ii)

Surprisingly, the commonest error was to omit the H2O, even if the formula for the sucrose
had been given correctly.

This is an example of what we were looking for. We did not mind in
which order the two formulae were written but we did expect them to
be written as a proper equation.
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Question 3 (b)(i)

Candidates who had carefully read the information provided in the question realised that
one sucrose molecule contained one fructose or that there would be the same number of
fructose molecules as sucrose molecules. They were then able to describe the proportionality
in terms of increasing concentrations of both molecules.

This was the commonest way that candidates answered this question,
talking about the increase in concentration of both molecules.
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Question 3 (b)(ii)

This question was targeted at the more able candidates and it was only them who realised
that the question was referring to the sensitivity of the test. This meant that this was quite a
low scoring question.

Some candidates looked at the graph and used it to answer correctly.

Other candidates answered in terms of how much fructose was
available, using the information in the question as a hint to what we
were after.
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Question 3 (b)(iii)

This question was generally well-answered by those candidates who realised that they were
actually being tested on monosaccharides and disaccharides.

This is an example of a correct answer.

If you are not sure what the question is asking, try and work out the
theme of the question using any hints in earlier parts of the question,
and then think what you have been taught about the topic.

16International Advanced Level Biology WBI11 01



Question 4 (a)(iii)

Candidates always seem to struggle expressing their answer as a ratio and this question was
no exception. Many of the candidates still picked up one mark as they could calculate the
volume correctly.

This candidate could calculate the volume and realised that they could
cancel out pi. However, the answer was not given as a correct ratio.

We require a ratio to be expressed either as 'something : 1' or '1 :
something'.
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This candidate knew how to express their answer in a correct ratio
format and could select an appropriate number of figures to give their
answer to.
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Some candidates calculated the correct value but did not express their
answer in an acceptable ratio format.

Ratios need to be expressed as '1 : something' or ' something to 1', not
just the single value for the division.
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Question 4 (b)

Marks were generally awarded for marking points 2 and 3: the importance of surface area or
the thin layer of cells. However, in a number of cases, responses failed to qualify the large
surface area with reference to fast diffusion (gas exchange), or to the thin layer of cells
providing a short diffusion distance or faster gas exchange, thus losing either mark.

Surprisingly few candidates referred to oxygen being dissolved or present in the water or to
tentacles (or the body) moving the water round to maintain the concentration gradient, thus
not gaining access to mark point 1 or to mark point 4.
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This response illustrates all four of our mark points. As we had not
labelled the tentacles on the diagram of the hydra, we allowed terms
that clearly meant tentacles.

This is another example of where you need to identify the theme of the
question, think back to what you have been taught and then apply this
knowledge to the context of the question.

In this question we clearly tell you that the question is about gas
exchange but all the calculations have been trying to get you to look at
the diagram and to think about factors that affect gas exchange.
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This candidate has gone straight to the spec point about Fick's Law and
developed their answer from what they have been taught.
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Question 5 (a)

Candidates generally were familiar with the blood clotting process and the role of
thromboplastin; there were some good responses and both marks were frequently awarded.
However, in a number of cases candidates failed to state that the thromboplastin was
released from, or contained in, platelets and so mark point 1 was not as frequently awarded.

There were quite a high number of candidates who wrote everything they knew about blood
clotting, going way beyond the requirements of the question. Although this will not cost them
marks, it can use up valuable time.
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This is an example of the type of response we were hoping for.
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Question 5 (b)

This was well answered by the majority of candidates. The most common responses were
excessive, heavy or uncontrolled bleeding. However, in a minority of cases side effects were
mentioned rather than risks, which could not gain the mark.

We did not really think that fainting was a risk, more a side effect. We
could ignore this however as it is not wrong as such and so we
awarded the reference to excessive bleeding.
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Question 5 (c)(ii)

The story of blood clotting has been well rehearsed by many candidates and this question
was generally well answered by candidates who were able to use the information provided to
describe the idea that fibrinogen could not be converted to fibrin and thus a mesh could not
be formed or platelets or blood cells would not be trapped, gaining both marks.

However, in some cases the positive story was told of fibrin being formed and a mesh being
formed (or platelets or blood cells being trapped), which would only gain 1 mark as we
needed the negative idea, which answers the question, for both marks.

A small minority of candidates gained only 1 mark for stating that there would be no
conversion of fibrinogen into fibrin as they repeated the stem of the question and wrote that
therefore a blood clot would not form.

This candidate gained mark point 1 for saying what would not happen,
so were able to award mark point 2 as well even though they did not
say that the mesh would not be formed.

Make sure that your answer actually answers the question and that
you have not simply written everything you know about a topic. In
addition, check that you have not simply repeated the stem of the
question as you will not be awarded marks for what we have told you.
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Question 5 (c)(iii)

This was generally well answered and it was pleasing to see a number of responses gaining a
maximum of 2 marks for all 3 marking points. Most candidates achieved 1 mark with many
gaining 2.

Candidates who read the information carefully stated that variegin binds to the active site,
thus gaining mark point 1, while others referred to the enzyme-substate complex or a
lowering of the activation energy for the reaction. So, there were a variety of ways to gain this
mark and this was seen more or less equally in the responses.

The second mark was mainly gained by reference to peptide bonds being broken while the
least used option was a reference to hydrolysis. There was a small number of cases where
references to incorrect bonds or to condensation were made.

This response has been included to show how a succinct and accurate
response can gain full marks.

This is another example where you need to go back and look at the
information given in the question to help you answer it.

Variegin is not named on your spec so therefore you are not expected
to have been taught the answer. This means that you should go back
and see what we have told you about the molecule. In this case we told
you it was a protein. If you pick this up then you can work out that we
are really asking you about how a protein is broken down.
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Question 5 (c)(iv)

'Comment on' is not a command word that candidates find easy to answer and this was no
exception.

Most candidates spotted that there was less mass of blood clot with variegin (or the converse
with drug H) for mark point 1. Some responses referred to the reduction in clotting with
variegin, or variegin being more effective at clotting, which was also acceptable. The other
mark points were rarely seen.

28International Advanced Level Biology WBI11 01



29 International Advanced Level Biology WBI11 01



This is an example of one of the stronger responses that we saw.

A question starting 'comment on' requires you to look carefully at the
data to identify any trends or patterns or differences. Sometimes there
will be no trends, patterns or differences but this is just as important to
point out.

You should also comment on any error bars, or lack of and link this
with the validity or significance of the data. However, you will not gain
credit for trying to link their presence / absence with reliability.
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Question 6 (c)

The vast majority of candidates scored this mark and invariably it was for haemoglobin, the
main and obvious option. Very few responses referred to myoglobin or to other possibilities
which we had to include although did not expect such as catalase, peroxidase and
cytochrome. There were a small number of blanks and also a few incorrect answers,
including haem which we did not consider to be a molecule.
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Question 6 (d)

Most candidates were aware of the action of antioxidants on free radicals to gain mark
point 1. Many described it as reducing the free radicals but some went into detail of donating
electrons to them.

A fair number of candidates were then able to carry the story forward and were able to go on
to describe the effects of this in relation to reducing damage to blood vessel linings, with a
few really good responses referring to oxidative stress. The best responses went further to
state that plaque or atheroma formation was reduced. However only a few candidates went
on to state that this reduced CVD or stroke of heart attacks etc.

Thus only a sizeable minority of the very best responses gained all 4 marks with a good
number scoring 2 or 3 marks from a combination of mark point 1, mark point 2 or mark
point 3.
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This example has been included as it is a very succinct response from a
candidate who in all likelihood has used past paper mark schemes to
prepare for this exam.

Using the mark schemes to past papers is a very good way of
preparing for your exams; if we have asked a similar question in the
past then the mark scheme is going to be very similar too.
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Question 6 (e)(i)

This calculation was fairly straightforward but the marks were lost by candidates who did not
know how to express their answers to two significant figures.

34International Advanced Level Biology WBI11 01



Question 6 (e)(ii)

Candidates vary in their ability to cope with percentage calculations and to then select an
appropriate number of decimal places to express their answer in. As the question asked for
percentage difference, we also accepted percentage increase and percentage decrease.
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Question 6 (e)(iii)

Candidates varied in their ability to deal with this question which asked them to comment on
the results displayed in a table and a graph; this was quite a lot of information to assimilate.
The commonest mark points awarded were mark points 2 and 3. Numerous candidates
wrote about the animals who ate the most and least antioxidants.

This is an example of one of the better responses that we saw. We
could just ignore the last sentence as it is irrelevant and not
contradictory to anything else written.
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This response is more typical of the less able candidates who have not
been taught how to answer a question of this type and so simply
describe the data given.

One way for candidates to tackle this type of question would be to use
the information in the table to bracket off and label the plant eaters
and animal eaters in the graph as well as bracketing off the arachnids
and insects in the graph. By doing this, not only is all the information
gathered in one area and so can be easily seen, it also makes the
candidate think about the information supplied more carefully, before
beginning their response.
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Question 7 (a)

Many candidates were able to score marks from the first 3 marking points but the fourth
marking point often proved to be a stumbling block for many others.

A good number of the candidates gained mark point 1 by reference to the parents as being
carriers or being heterozygous for the disorder. However , this point was more often gained
from a genetic diagram, as was mark point 2 for the genotypes of the offspring.

Some candidates stated that there was a possibility of the unborn child being homozygous
recessive or carrying both recessive alleles to be awarded mark point 3. To gain this mark
from a genetic diagram, candidates had to clearly indicate which was the affected individual
from the various offspring genotypes given from the diagram, which many candidates failed
to do.

The fourth mark point was the one least frequently awarded. Many candidates just described
the genetic cross and talked about the probability of having a child with PKU, thus not
answering the question. Others lost marks for referring to a baby when they should have
written embryo. Another common mistake was to state that the parents were being tested as
this would help them decide if they wanted a child or not.

38International Advanced Level Biology WBI11 01



39 International Advanced Level Biology WBI11 01



This is an excellent example of how to lay out a genetic diagram to
ensure that all available marks are awarded. In the written part of the
answer, the first four and a half lines are describing the cross but in
the last sentence, this candidate actually answers the question and is
awarded mark point 4.

Always lay out your genetic diagram clearly so that we know what is
what, particularly which genotype corresponds to which phenotype. If
you are using a letter which has very similar lower and upper cases
then accentuate the difference so that we are clear what is going on.
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This is an example of a much weaker response, where the candidate
has either got the genotypes of the parent wrong or else not made the
size of the letters sufficiently discernible. They have also referred to
aborting the baby.

The one mark awarded was a consequential error for the correct
genotypes of the offspring, given the parental genotypes used.
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Question 7 (b)

The importance of using all the information provided with the question is key with these
levels-based questions. The candidate’s best approach to this particular question would be to
consider each of the questions that the women were asked in turn, considering the data for
that and then discussing why each choice would be made by the women using the
information in the table.

Some candidates were limited to a Level 1 mark as they made descriptions of data with
barely any discussion. However, it was pleasing to see some more extended discussions of
why the women made their choices using the information on the diseases from the table and
candidates were therefore able to achieve a Level 2 mark. What was really pleasing was that
a good number of candidates extended their discussions of the data further to achieve Level
3 and in some extremely high-level responses the discussion was extended to include a
comparison of the choices that the women made on the basis of the severity of the diseases.
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This candidate has taken the approach that we would recommend;
they have addressed each question in sequence and thought about
either the advantages or the disadvantages of each method and used
the information in the table.
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This is another example of a high-level response.

Our levels-based questions need a logical approach. A way to structure
the question needs to be decided on first, in this case deal with each
question the women were asked in turn. Secondly all sources of
information need to be used, in this case the graph and the table.

The trick is to write a little about a lot and not a lot about a little.
Lengthy descriptions of data given will rarely get more than a Level 1
mark.
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Question 8 (b)

This was the second of our two levels-based questions, but despite being set on a very
familiar topic to this paper it did not perform as well as the previous one. Possibly what
happened was that candidates saw 'CVD risk factors' and launched into writing everything
they knew about what the risk factors were without explaining how they increased the risk.

Descriptions with limited explanations prevented candidates from achieving more than a
Level 1 mark. A reasonable number of candidates tried to compare the two calculators but
tended to do this by describing the data rather than using it to explain effectiveness.
Surprisingly, a significant number of candidates failed to write about other factors which
should have been considered, and those that did listed them without any explanation.
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This is an example of a response that was awarded a Level 3 mark.
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This is another example of a Level 3 response.
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This response has been included as it illustrates how a Level 3 mark
can be achieved without writing pages.

Again, your first decision is how to structure your response. From the
wording of the question it would be sensible to consider the
information needed by the calculators, then to assess the effectiveness
of the calculators and then other factors. Next, the command word
needs checking which in this case was 'explain' so you must use your
knowledge to say 'why'.
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Question 8 (c)(i)

Candidates who read the question carefully scored both marks here. A reasonable number of
candidates picked out '10 year risk' and wrote about lifestyle changes; they missed the
reference to 'information entered'.

The scoring responses generally included references to other risk factors not on the
calculator (mark point 3) or to not knowing or guessing blood pressure or cholesterol levels
(mark point 2) and some even suggested lying about this.

A smaller number of candidates referred to calculators not including the number of
cigarettes or how long the person had smoked (mark point 1). In even fewer cases were there
any references to LDL or the LDL : HDL ratio possibly being very high (mark point 4).

This response illustrates our third and first mark points.
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Question 8 (c)(ii)

Again, this question needed reading properly for appropriate responses to be given.

Many candidates tended to state that people might not know their blood pressure or
cholesterol levels, but less were able to give a second reason. Few candidates referred to the
person having a high risk or named risk condition already and even fewer mentioned that
people could not use the technology or could access the internet. Very few candidates gained
both marks with the vast majority scoring 1 mark and a minority gaining 2 marks.

This response illustrates our first two mark points.

With a question like this, if there are two marks assigned then you
probably need to give two suggestions to gain full marks.
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Question 8 (c)(iii)

This question was the one that many candidates thought they had been answering in
Q08(c)(i) and Q08(c)(ii).

As a result, the majority of candidates were able to achieve this mark with responses varying.
Most candidates referred to lifestyle (or a named lifestyle factor) changing or to CVD taking a
while to develop. A few responses referred to age affecting the risk.

This is an illustration of a good response.

If you find yourself writing the same answer for more than one
question, it is possible that you have misinterpreted what was required
by one of them. Go back and read the question again and then your
response.
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Question 9 (a)(ii)

Candidates did not appear to be off put by the unfamiliar context of this question. Our
second and third mark points were the most frequently scored, with mark point 1 being
missed by candidates who did not refer to osmosis. There were very few references to mark
point 4; this did not surprise us but we felt that it should be included on our mark scheme as
it is a perfectly reasonable explanation.

This illustrates how 3 marks could be achieved; we accepted a
reference to osmotic effect as being comparable to a reference to
osmosis.

At this level, you should be using correct terminology in your answers;
it is not unreasonable to expect an A level candidate to know that
osmosis is the correct term for movement of water.
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Question 9 (b)(i)

This was answered well by the majority of candidates who were able to suggest a whole
number within the acceptable range.
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Question 9 (b)(ii)

This was another question where we had to accept percentage increase and decrease as well
as percentage difference. Most candidates picked up the first mark for calculating the
percentage but lost the second mark for not expressing their answer correctly to two decimal
places.

This candidate calculated the percentage correctly but did not express
their answer to two decimal places.
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This response has been included to point out the correct way to
express a recuring number to two decimal places.

Do not give your final answer as a recuring number even if we have
not specified the number of significant figures or decimal places to
use.
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Question 9 (b)(iii)

A high number of candidates did not access the marks here as they expressed the idea that it
was the concentration of the individual ions that were similar to their individual
concentration in seawater. Very few candidates appreciated that it is the total concentration
of all the ions that determines solute potential, so those who scored gained mark point 2.

This was one of the very few responses that we saw that gained both
marks.
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Question 9 (b)(iv)

This proved to be quite a low-scoring question with only a relatively small proportion
of candidates gaining the mark. Usually, the mark was given for stating that the
osmo-conformers lived in different areas of the sea (or different areas of the sea had
different ions concentrations) or that they had different diets or that they had different
requirements for their bodies or cells.
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This is an example of one answer that was acceptable.

This was probably the most frequently seen correct suggestion.
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Question 9 (b)(v)

The vast majority of candidates gained 1 mark for recognising that active transport was
involved.

In some responses, the second mark was not accessed as there was no reference to the
direction of movement.

This gained 2 marks as it was clear enough which direction the ions
were moving.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates should:

Avoid repeating information in the stem of the question in their answers as this will not
gain marks.
Take notice of the mark allocation for each item to help them decide if they have written
enough points to be awarded that many marks.
Consider the questions asked in the early question parts as they are quite often trying to
give a clue as to what is expected in the latter question parts.
Include A level detail and terminology in answers.
Check the command word for each question before attempting their response. In
particular, if the command word is ‘explain', then they need to make sure that some
science has been used to say why something has happened. Their answer should include
terms like because, therefore, as a result, so. Appendix 7 in the specification lists all the
command words and their meanings.
Remember that any information given in a question is there for a reason, albeit in a table,
a graph, a diagram or in the text of the question, so it must be used in the response.
Practice maths skills as outlined in the appendix. In particular candidates need to be able
to convert one unit into another, write a ratio in the form '1 : x', express a value in correct
standard form (only one digit to the left of the decimal point), round up values to a given
number of decimal places or significant figures and work out percentages.
Be aware when commenting on data that not all data shows a trend or a pattern and that
this is just as important to point out.
Refrain from talking about reliability of data and use terms such as significant or valid.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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