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 Question 2b 

 Describe the relief of the land in the area of the proposed reservoir. 

 2x1 marks for 2 identified points OR 2 marks for a developed idea. 

 1 mark for a single identified observation which describes or implies a description; 

 ●  It is flat/relatively flat(1) 

 ●  It is low-lying 

 ●  The spot heights are all about 60m (1) 

 ●  There are few/no contour lines/contour lines are far apart(1) 

 2 marks for a developed point 

 ●  There are few/no contour lines (1), showing that the land is relatively flat.(d) (1) 

 Question 2c 

 Give one reason why clay is a suitable material on which to build a reservoir. 

 Any idea which suggests/implies that clay will restrict percolation or reduce the need for engineering 

 strategies in order to reduce water loss. 

 ●  It is impermeable/does not easily allow water to pass through it/waterproof 

 ●  There will be less water loss/clay holds water more effectively 

 ●  There will be less need to line the reservoir 

 ●  It is easily dug up 
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 ●  Part of the discussion may be the extent to which the development provides the best opportunity to 

 satisfy future water needs or whether a number of smaller schemes and conservation measures 

 may be more economically and environmentally suitable. 

 ●  Candidates may challenge the idea that the development is based on future predictions (of 

 population/housing based demand and climate uncertainty) and consider that this data may be 

 unreliable, consequently leading to a “white elephant” scenario (Kielder Water?).This avenue of 

 thinking is reasonable in relation to offering a broad ranging evaluative judgement. 

 Spelling, punctuation and grammar (SPaG) 

 High performance 

 ●  Learners spell and punctuate with consistent accuracy 

 ●  Learners use rules of grammar with effective control of meaning overall 

 ●  Learners use a wide range of specialist terms as appropriate 

 Intermediate performance 

 ●  Learners spell and punctuate with considerable accuracy 

 ●  Learners use rules of grammar with general control of meaning overall 

 ●  Learners use a good range of specialist terms as appropriate 

 Threshold performance 

 ●  Learners spell and punctuate with reasonable accuracy 

 ●  Learners use rules of grammar with some control of meaning and any errors do not significantly 

 hinder meaning overall 

 ●  Learners use a limited range of specialist terms as appropriate 

 No marks awarded 
 ●  The learner writes nothing 

 ●  The learner’s response does not relate to the question 

 The learner’s achievement in SPaG does not reach the threshold performance level, for example errors in 

 spelling, punctuation and grammar severely hinder meaning. 
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 Question 4a 

 Calculate the temperature range for Manaus. 

 1 mark 

 Temperature range = 2  (degrees not required) 

 Do not credit 29-27 or a definition of range. 

 Question 4b 

 Explain why there are ‘no real seasonal temperature differences’ in areas of tropical rainforest. 

 Answer needs to refer to seasonality 

 1 mark for each basic point (2 x 1): 

 • near/on the equator 

 • between the tropics 

 • position of overhead sun. 

 • similar hours of daylight through the year 

 2 marks for developed/linked points which give an indication of distribution rather than individual areas: 

 • it is near the equator(1) so temperatures are generally hot all of the time (d)(1) 

 • the sun is nearly overhead all year(1) so temperatures don’t vary (d)(1). 

 Question 4c 

 Suggest one reason why so many medicinal drugs are derived from tropical rainforests. 

 Some appreciation of the  wide range of plant/animal life OR uniqueness of the physical environment. 
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 Question 5a 

 Compare the pattern of forest loss between the Brazilian Amazon and the non-Brazilian Amazon. 

 Accept similarities and differences. 

 Must compare rather than make individual observations. 

 1 mark for each basic point 

 Ideas might include: 

 ●  overall greater in the Brazilian Amazon 

 ●  trend in the Amazon downwards until 2010, upwards in the non-Brazilian 

 Amazon 

 ●  pattern similar for most years in both areas 

 ●  pattern similar for most years in both, except 2005,2007,2008 

 ●  pattern similar between 2001-2004 (upwards) 

 ●  much greater variation in the Brazilian Amazon 

 ●  idea that they both fluctuate 

 ●  Brazilian Amazon has greater fluctuation than non-Brazilian 

 ●  from 2004 the Brazilian Amazon tends to have a downward trend while the non-Brazilian Amazon 

 tends to have an upward trend 

 ●  the amount of forest loss in the Brazilian Amazon is always considerably more than the 

 non-Brazilian Amazon. 

 Allow 1 mark for use of data/implied use of data (amount of forest loss) as a developed point: 

 ●  using the 2001 and 2010 data the Brazilian Amazon shows a decrease of 100 000 ha while the 

 non-Brazilian Amazon shows an increase of 350 000 

 ●  the amount of forest loss in the Brazilian Amazon is always at least twice as much as in the 

 non-Brazilian Amazon. 

 No credit  for an accurate point about one data set (  ie only Brazilian Amazon OR non-Brazilian 

 Amazon considered  ). 
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 Question 5c 

 ‘Some activities in areas of tropical rainforests are more damaging than others.’ 
 To what extent do you agree with this statement? 

 ●  Level 3 (5-6 Marks)  – Detailed reference to the resources to identify why different activities may 

 have greater/less impact on the rainforest environment, with the relative impacts considered in an 

 evaluative way. Ideas coherently expressed with sound use of geographical language. 

 Indicative content 

 There are a number of possibilities within the resources to consider, but also be open to students who bring 

 in other ideas, for examples points about ecotourism or more sustainable forms of development (as long as 

 there is a clear comparative judgement which references the resource information as well): 

 ●  different activities require varying amounts of land and consequently varying amounts of 

 deforestation 

 ●  some activities may be more sympathetic to the natural environment 

 ●  some activities may have a broader effect on different parts of the ecosystem (mining may not only 

 damage the land but also affect water courses 

 ●  activities that use chemical inputs can affect both the land and water systems 

 ●  some activities have a larger spread effect (affecting land outside of the initial development 

 footprint). 
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 Indicative content 

 Detailed observations about climate change are of limited usefulness. 

 ●  The Fact file suggests that Peru has a significant number of poverty issues and a lack of 

 industrial development. 

 ●  The Fact file suggests that there are significant rural-urban differences (Gini Co-efficient ideas). 

 ●  There is a suggestion that industrial development is challenging in rural areas. 

 ●  Road developments would encourage a wide range of industrial activity which in turn could 

 improve socio-economic conditions. 

 ●  The rainforest could provide a significant economic resource base. 

 ●  The development of roads could encourage political and trade links with Brazil (seen as a 

 powerful and influential neighbour). 

 ●  There are significant multiplier opportunities. 

 ●  There are broader balance of trade issues. 

 ●  The photographs and resources suggest that road developments have a far greater negative 

 environmental and social impact than simply the route of the road. 

 ●  Development could have significant impacts of local environments/ecosystems. 

 ●  Development might encourage further expansion (use of the non-Brazilian forest loss data 

 useful here). 

 ●  Impact of local indigenous populations. 

 ●  Development might create conflict between different user groups/communities. 

 ●  The extent to which this type of development might be considered sustainable. 

 ●  Observations about the merit of other types of development might be appropriate. 

 Question 7a 

 In which year were global urban and rural populations the same? 

 One mark for correct answer: 

 B:  2007 

 No credit if two or more answers are shaded. 
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 Question 8a 

 Suggest why cities in LICs and NEEs are often referred to as ‘unequal cities’. 

 ●  Level 3 (5-6 Marks) (detailed)  – uses evidence from the resources to demonstrate a detailed 

 awareness of the development gap which exists in cities and clearly suggests that access to 

 economic and social opportunities is not equal. 

 Indicative content 

 ●  This question can be addressed in a polarised way by simply considering ‘rich’ and ‘poor’ and using 

 evidence to identify these differences. 

 ●  There is clearly a ‘range of differences/divisions’ and these exist at different scales and can even be 

 seen within slum areas. 

 ●  Evidence within the resources suggests that a development gap exists across a range of 

 socio-economic factors, the most obvious being housing quality and access to basic facilities. 

 ●  At a sophisticated level the idea of a development gap can be considered in relation to broader 

 opportunities, for example; access to services; types of employment; housing security; personal 

 safety. 

 Question 8b 

 Compare levels of access to piped water in urban and rural areas shown in Figure 2. 

 Question is about piped water not improved sanitation. 

 Access can be about availability or relative price. 

 1 mark for the general observation that access is always higher in urban areas. 

 ●  Always higher in urban areas (or lower in rural areas). 

 ●  Latin America is higher than the other areas. 

 2nd mark – Relative comparative observation (differences between areas) 

 OR use of data, OR second separate point. 

 ●  Always higher in urban areas (1), for example in Southern Asia the difference is 39% (d)(1) 

 ●  Access is always higher in urban areas (1), in 3 of three areas it is three times higher (d)(1). 
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 Question 9 

 ‘Slums of hope or slums of despair?’ Which do you think best describes urban slums in LIC/NEE 
 cities? 
 Use evidence from the resources booklet and your own understanding to support your answer. 
 A judgement can be stated or implied. 

 ●  Level 3 (7-9 Marks) (detailed)  – a wide range of supporting points identified and developed from 

 the resources in order to support a judgement. Reference made to points across the resource 

 booklet which brings in the wider specification context. Offers detailed observations which develop a 

 discussion and support an evidenced judgement. 

 Indicative content 

 ●  This is clearly a complex discussion and responses need to be judged on the level of the discussion 

 and how effectively evidence is used in order to develop ideas. 

 ●  Students may develop a polarised discussion taking the view that slums are places of either ‘hope’ 

 or ‘desperation’, or they might take a wider view and consider that ‘hope’ and ‘desperation’ can both 

 be seen in slum areas. Either of these approaches is acceptable and the full mark range is open to 

 both avenues of discussion. 

 ●  Students may bring in their own place based examples or use evidence from cities not mentioned in 

 the resources. 

 ●  Individual views may be based partly on learned knowledge. For example, if a student has looked at 

 successful NGO/Government socio-economic development programmes they may have a particular 

 view, if they have looked at crime, disease and socio-economic problems related to urban slums 

 they may have a different view. What is important is the quality of the discussion and how effectively 

 information is used to develop the discussion. 

 ●  Clearly there are huge variations in the quality of life in urban slums and consequently individual 

 slums may be more, or less hopeful or desperate. 

 ●  All slums are different and in some cases there may be a hierarchy of slum areas, where conditions 

 vary. An example of this can be seen in Dharavi, where some of the older slum areas are more 

 established and have secure structures with services, whereas the more recent slum areas may 

 have far poorer facilities. In that instance “Hope and despair” might both be clearly evident within 

 one large slum area or be seen in different slum areas within the same city. 
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 ●  ‘Hope and Despair’ may be considered in relation to future possibilities, so a temporal element 

 could be considered. For example, living conditions may be desperate for some people but the 

 opportunities within the city may create a better future for the next generations. 

 ●  In relation to ‘Hope’, in general terms the resource based evidence suggests that urban areas 

 provide a number of social and economic opportunities and may provide the possibility of a wider 

 number of life chances which may lead to a better future. 

 ●  In relation to ‘Despair’, in general terms the resource highlights the poor conditions that the poorest 

 slum dwellers have to live in and the link to disease and crime. There is a brief suggestion that 

 conditions in the poorest slums are poorer than in the rural areas from where people may have 

 come. 

 Spelling, punctuation and grammar (SPaG) 

 High performance 

 ●  Learners spell and punctuate with consistent accuracy. 

 ●  Learners use rules of grammar with effective control of meaning overall. 

 ●  Learners use a wide range of specialist terms as appropriate. 

 Intermediate performance 

 ●  Learners spell and punctuate with considerable accuracy. 

 ●  Learners use rules of grammar with general control of meaning overall. 

 ●  Learners use a good range of specialist terms as appropriate. 

 Threshold performance 

 ●  Learners spell and punctuate with reasonable accuracy. 

 ●  Learners use rules of grammar with some control of meaning and any errors do not significantly 

 hinder meaning overall. 

 ●  Learners use a limited range of specialist terms as appropriate. 
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 Question 10i 

 ‘Large scale wind energy projects are a suitable option for the Isle of Lewis.’ 

 Do you agree with this statement? 

 Use evidence from the resources booklet and your own understanding to explain your answer. 

 ●  Level 3(Marks 7-9)(detailed)  – a wide range of supporting points identified and developed from the 

 resources in order to support the answer. Reference made to points across the resource booklet 

 which brings in the wider specification context. Offers detailed observations which support a 

 judgement OR offers a balanced appreciation of the issues relating to the proposed development. 

 Indicative content 

 ●  There is an expectation that candidates will draw on evidence from the whole of the resource 

 booklet in order to consider broader themes and offer the potential to examine wider aspects of their 

 geographical studies. 

 ●  Decision making implies an element of evaluative thinking. This can be expressed in a variety of 

 ways, from simply identifying appropriate evidence to making comparative judgements about 

 different aspects of the proposed 

 development. 

 ●  There are synoptic links running through the whole exercise, including an appreciation of the 

 socio-economic and environmental aspects of the proposed development, as well broader aspects 

 of sustainable development 

 and links to climate change mitigation. 

 ●  The exercise offers the opportunity to appreciate that all types of energy generation bring with them 

 environmental challenges and that energy generation decisions are complex. 

 ●  There is a clear element of balancing socio-economic gains and socio-environmental costs, but also 

 a consideration of the conflict between different types of economic opportunity (in this case energy 

 generation and tourism). 

 ●  The nature of the exercise suggests a need for a discussion which considers both costs and 

 benefits, both in the short and long term and how the proposed development might impact the future 

 economic security of an area where opportunities might be limited. 

 ●  Part of the discussion might consider the relative merits of different economic opportunities or offer 

 a discussion about the scale of the proposal and whether smaller scale energy developments might 

 be more appropriate. 
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