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fig. 5.3.6 The IPCC ‘hockey stick graph’ -0.5
published in 2001 uses data from a variety

of sources to show how the temperature has
changed over centuries. The term 'hoackey stick’
comes from the shape of the graph. Note that
the grey is the error on each measurement, Le.
the range in which the real value is thought to
lie, so we cannot actually be too accurate!

Departures in temperature/°C
from the 1961 to 1990 average

Data from thermometers (red) and from tree rings,
corals, ice cores and historical records (blue).
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