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Introduction

This paper offered a diverse array of question styles and opportunities for candidates to
demonstrate their knowledge and understanding. Many candidates clearly rose to this
challenge and it was most pleasing to see a good number of very accomplished and
thorough candidate responses. Much thanks and congratulations should go to both the
candidates and to those centres that have taught and helped prepare them for this
examination.
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Question 1 (b)

This question required candidates to explain how genetic variation can be established
through crossing over. Whilst many candidates appreciated that there was an exchange of
genetic material, not all made it clear where the exchange occurred.

This is a strong answer which gains full marks.

The candidate has informed us that genetic material is being swapped
and has correctly told us where the exchange has occurred. This is in
the order of the second, then third marking points on the first and
second lines, and subsequently the first marking point on the third into
the fourth line.

Be careful not to just repeat what is in the question. The last line here
refers to genetic variation rather than different allele combinations
which would not be an alternative for the last marking point.
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This example did not achieve any marks, and illustrates a common confusion shown by many
candidates.

Initially the candidate refers to genes swapping over. This was not
considered an alternative for the first marking point. The reference to
different chromosomes would have needed to be suitably qualified to
gain the second marking point.

Make sure that the difference between gene and allele is fully
appreciated.
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Question 2 (b)(i)

This question asked candidates to describe the term operon. Many candidates recognised
that it related to DNA but only a minority appreciated that it involved several genes or that it
was under the control of an operator.

This response did not gain any marks.

The gene reference was singular so was not an equivalent to the first
marking point, so no marks awarded.
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This response gains both marks.

The candidate has referred to a cluster of genes along with the
presence of a promotor region, hence both marks can be awarded.

Make sure that you can define technical terms.
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Question 2 (b)(ii)

This question required candidates to describe how the presence of lactose sugar affected the
lac operon. It was most encouraging to note that many candidates recognised that lactose
enabled the lac operon to function and were able to offer appropriate detail.

This is a sound response which was awarded two marks.

The second marking point is seen in the second sentence as it links
RNA polymerase to the promotor. The third marking point is seen at
the start of the fourth line, but the reference to protein synthesis is
insufficient for the final marking point.
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Question 3 (b)

In this question, candidates had to consider graphical data relating to the percentage of
people, in different age cohorts, who had anterior cruciate ligament (ACL) surgery. Whilst
many candidates delivered clear and focused comments on the data, it was not unusual for
candidates to only consider one element, despite a mark allocation of three.

This answer offers the most commonly seen awardable answer for one mark.
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The first line and a half gains the second marking point. Later the
alternative is also offered. This marking point was the most commonly
seen response.

The reference to increasing age decreasing ACL surgery was not the
last marking point as this is only true from the 20-29 age group.
Likewise the comment about little variation only relates to two age
group cohorts so it was not awarded the first marking point.

Make sure your answers are very precise when referring to graphical
data eg 'as age increases, the percentage of people having ACL surgery
decreases' would not gain the first marking point. However, adding in
'from the age group of 20-29' component would then allow this mark
to be given.
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An answer that accurately considers two aspects of the data presented.

Initially this candidate offers the second marking point. They then start
to consider the last marking point but not in sufficient detail. However,
the last two sentences, from lines three to five, clarify their statement
and the third mark point can be awarded. This response, therefore,
gains two marks.
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Question 3 (c)(i)

Candidates were asked to use the given data to produce a ratio. The majority were able to
successfully deliver the answer, both in terms of the requirement to do so to one significant
figure (so 0.00505 : 1 was not credited in the answer), and in the format of wound infections
to number of open surgeries.
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Question 3 (c)(ii)

Candidates were invited to explain why there was a larger ratio of wound infections in open
surgery for treatment of anterior cruciate ligament damage than when the surgery was
keyhole. It was most gratifying to see that many candidates were able to link the idea of
wound size and increased possible access by pathogens leading to infection.

Whilst this candidate has the correct idea, there is insufficient clarity in their answer to award
both marks.

The candidate's comment about increased risk is a creditworthy
alternative for the second marking point. However, despite the
reference to size and length of wound, the candidate has not identified
that the open surgery wound would be larger or that the keyhole
surgery incision would be smaller, so the first marking point was not
achieved.

If a question refers to larger or smaller, increased or decreased, make
sure this is followed through in the answer. For example, 'there is a
greater wound ratio in open surgery as the is a larger incision made in
this type of operation'.
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This response scored both marks by offering a suitable alternative for the second marking
point.

The first sentence correctly identifies the larger incision size in open
surgery. The idea that this could lead to a greater probability that
pathogens could enter was viewed as suitable explanation for the
greater ratio in open surgery.

Remember that an explanation command word is essentially asking for
the science behind a result.
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Question 4 (a)

This question required candidates to offer both similarities and differences between
pre-implantation genetic diagnosis (PGD) and amniocentesis. Whilst there were many
outstanding responses, there were a number of candidates who appeared to discuss
chorionic villus sampling rather than PGD.

This is a clear answer that offers three salient points so gains 75% of the available marks.

The first two sentences make it clear what is being tested so the fourth
marking point can be awarded. The third sentence correctly gives a
comparative time related statement for when the procedure can be
done, which elicits the second marking point.

The final sentence then offers a suitable similarity for the first marking
point, so this candidate gains three marks out of a possible four.

Do not forget that in any 'compare and contrast' request, full marks
cannot be achieved unless both similarities and differences are
considered.
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Question 4 (b)

In this question, candidates considered two social issues relating to PGD use. Many were able
to offer creditworthy answers, most often focusing on the first two marking points.

An answer that considers one social issue from two stand points for one mark.

The first two sentences consider the first marking point.

This response gains both marks, offering perhaps the most commonly seen examples.

This candidate, like many, referred to 'designer babies'. They then refer
to the discarding of some embryos so the third and second marking
points can be awarded.
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Question 4 (c)

Many candidates demonstrated a most pleasing level of knowledge in relation to the effect of
cystic fibrosis (CF) on digestion. However, it was not uncommon for candidates to not
differentiate between the process of digestion and that of absorption.

This candidate answer gained two marks, but it also illustrates a common comment that was
not awarded.

Like a number of candidates, there was an initial description of how
the mucus of people with CF becomes sticky. The end of the second
line and into the third line is the first marking point. The end of the
third line, through to the fifth line is a good explanation relating to the
second marking point. However, the reference to a change in
absorption rather than to digestion was not the third marking point.

Make sure that the rubric of the question is fully followed. In this case,
the question specifically asks how digestion is affected, rather than
absorption.
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This answer focuses on bile but the context enables two marks to be gained.

Only a minority of candidates considered the effect of the sticky mucus
on the bile duct.

In this response the candidate has not informed us that the mucus is
sticky, so the first marking point is not available. However, the
reference to blocking the bile duct reducing fat emulsification gains the
fourth and third marking points respectively.
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Question 5 (a)

In this question, candidates were supplied with various numerical data and were asked to
calculate the width of E.coli DNA. Whilst many of the candidates were able to suitably
manipulate the data, a sizable minority either only calculated the true width of the bacterium
or failed to take account of the units in their answer.

This response offers the most common answer that did not gain full marks.

The candidate has suitably calculated the width of the E.coli for one
mark.

Make sure that all aspects of the question are thoroughly considered.
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A clear answer that gained all marks.

The first line of this candidates answer shows the width of the
bacterium in millimetres. They then convert it to micrometres.
Subsequently they take account of the information that the E. Coli DNA
is 250 times smaller than the bacterial width.

Always take note of the units when provided.
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Question 5 (b)(i)

In this component, candidates were expected to draw the expected results of two different
DNA replication mechanisms. Many candidates gave clear answers, but it was not
uncommon to see responses that did not offer all the daughter DNA molecules produced.

This answer illustrates the point that, on one occasion, insufficient DNA molecules were
drawn.

21 GCE Biology A 9BN0 02



No marks could be awarded for the conservative row second DNA
replication. For the semi-conservative row, the candidate appreciated
that the first replication produced two daughter DNA molecules, each
comprising one original strand and one newly synthesised one.
However, for the second replication in the semi-conservative row,
there is one DNA double helix molecule missing. Therefore, a total of
one mark can be awarded.
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A clear answer that achieved all marks.

This candidate offered all of the DNA molecules produced. For
example, two after the first replication and four after the second.
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Question 5 (b)(ii)

In this question, candidates were expected to define semi-conservative DNA replication.
Whilst there were a pleasing number of complete and thorough answers, many responses
focused on the 'semi-conservative' aspect and failed to consider the 'replication' component.

A pleasing response that offered both the most commonly awarded mark point and the least
often seen mark point.

Whilst the question included 'DNA replication' very few candidates
offered the first marking point, unlike this candidate who achieved the
mark on the first line.

The second mark was awarded for the third marking point which was
supplied on the second and third line. This was the most often seen
marking point.

When asked to explain a phrase, make sure all aspects of that phrase
are considered.
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Question 5 (c)

There were many excellent candidate responses to this question which required an
explanation as to why an E.coli-STEC infection increases the time for a blood clot to form due
to a reduced blood platelet concentration. Many candidates demonstrated a clear grasp of
the context of the question so delivered answers that related to the consequence of a
reduction in platelet density. However, a sizable minority gave a more general discussion of
the blood clotting process and limited their maximum score.
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A clear and logical response that gained full marks.

This explanation begins with justifying why less thromboplastin is
released (first marking point) and then follows the clotting cascade
sequence in order to gain the second and then third marking point.

When explaining a sequential process, consider answering it in the
sequence of that process. By using this approach it is likely that
important details are not missed.
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Question 6 (a)(i)

In this question candidates had to initially identify that process J was glycolysis and so the
three-carbon compound was pyruvate. They were then asked to name two products of
glycolysis, other than pyruvate. Whilst many candidates were able to do so, a surprising
number were tempted to try and offer more than two products.

This response shows a commonly seen answer that was not creditworthy.

This candidate correctly offered ATP as one product, but the oxidised
form of NAD could not be awarded. No mark given for this answer.
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An example of a response that gained the mark.

Two correct products were offered for the mark.
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Question 6 (a)(ii)

In this question, candidates had to consider the diagram and then describe what would
happen to pyruvate if the link reaction did not occur. Whilst there were many splendid and
thorough answers, a number of candidates appeared to answer a different question.

This answer illustrates a common response that did not gain marks.

The candidate has described what would not happen to pyruvate,
rather than what would happen to this molecule.

Make sure that the answer thoroughly matches the question being
asked.
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A short, but targeted answer, that gained both marks.

This candidate told us what process K was, and from there deduced
that if it stopped pyruvate would have a different fate. They correctly
offered the first and third marking point.
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Question 6 (b)

This question tested candidates understanding of the principles behind the respirometer. It
was a pleasure to note that many candidates had a thorough grasp of this.

An answer that gained half of the available marks.

Unfortunately the gas released during respiration was not given so the
third marking point could not be awarded. However, the candidate has
made it clear that there is a decrease in air volume in the system for
the first marking point.
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Question 6 (c)

In this question candidates had to devise an investigation, using a respirometer, to identify
the optimum temperature for maggot respiration. Many candidates were able to plan such
an investigation in most encouraging detail. However, a number of answers were seen which
lacked the necessary precision, such as offering a temperature range which would have not
been suitable.

This candidate has delivered a detailed and considered answer that gained full marks.
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The initial reference to setting up water baths would gain the
penultimate mark. The temperature range given was suitable for the
first marking point.

Offering a mass of maggots was the second marking point, while the
acclimatisation reference would have been a suitable alternative for
the fifth marking point (but this had already been awarded).

The candidate links time and distance for the third marking point and
then refers to carrying out three repeats at each temperature for the
final marking point.

The last bullet point would have been awarded the second marking
point had it not already been achieved.

This response gave the repeat point in sufficient detail to gain the
mark.
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Question 7 (a)

Candidates were presented with a table providing data on two types of muscle fibre. They
were then asked to explain why both types are needed by marathon runners, and also why
the proportions of the two types should be different. There were many excellent and detailed
answers, though a number of candidates either simply repeated the data in the table or did
not answer in the context of the question.

A sound answer that gained three marks out of a possible five. However, not all aspects of
the question were considered (ie the differing proportion of the two types of muscle fibre
referred to).
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The first sentence links type I muscle fibres at the start of the sentence
to being slow to fatigue at the end for the second marking point.

The second sentence correctly refers to many mitochondria carrying
out aerobic respiration for the fifth marking point.

Then towards the end of the response, the candidate has considered
how some type II muscle fibres are advantageous to the marathon
runner for the final mark point.

Make sure that all aspects of a question are dealt with in the answer.
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Question 7 (b)(iii)

This question proved challenging for a number of candidates. The question considered the
use of genetic modification of human eye cells to treat a recessive genetic condition. Many
candidates felt that this changed the genetic composition of the other areas of the body
including the gametes.

This response illustrates the above and gains one mark.

The question informs candidates that the GM virus can be used to
treat people with a homozygous recessive condition, so the first part of
this answer is incorrect. However, for a child to have the condition, the
other parent must supply a recessive allele, perhaps as they are
heterozygous. The answer considers this and gains the third marking
point.
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Question 8 (a)

In this question, the candidates needed to explain the role of ATP in allowing impulses to
travel along neurones. Whilst many candidates gave clear and considered answers, it was not
uncommon to read detailed responses about diffusion of ions across the membrane or/and
neurotransmitters across the synapse.

This general response was typical of many seen.

The answer lacked detail relating to ion movement up a concentration
gradient. No marks could be given.
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This answer can be awarded the first marking point.

The second bullet point suitably refers to the sodium-potassium pump
for one mark. Unfortunately it then, in the third bullet point, considers
depolarisation.
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Question 8 (b)(i)

This question considered how actin and myosin enable a mitochondrion to move along a
neurone axon. The context of this interaction was fully appreciated by many candidates.
However, a number of candidates responded by offering the process that would occur within
a muscle sarcomere, limiting their maximum score.

This answer offers the process that occurs within a sarcomere when it contracts.

The first two sentences can be awarded the first mark. However,
subsequently, the context of the answer is such that it does not explain
how a mitochondrion moves along an axon, so no further marks can
be awarded.

Whilst this question is set in an unfamiliar context, the behaviour of
actin, myosin and ATP is familiar. Just make sure that an answer is
suitably contextualised.
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Question 8 (b)(ii)

Many candidates dealt very well with this calculation. However, included in the process was
the requirement to convert time and distance units. A number of candidates did not carry
out at least one of these conversions.

The candidate was out by an order of magnitude so could only gain half the available marks.

In this calculation all aspects were correctly applied except that the
candidate divided by a speed of 0.05, rather than 0.5 micrometres per
second. This error was carried forward, hence one mark given.
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A clear answer that gained both marks.

This answer was logically laid out and offered the correct answer for
two marks.
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Question 8 (c)

This indicative content six mark item required candidates to consider the relative importance
of two molecule types, when given data about the percentage composition of the molecules
in the cell surface membranes of two cell types. Many candidates offered a good level of
understanding about the role of lipids in Schwann cells, but some seemed less secure on the
roles of both lipids and proteins in neurones.
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A Level 1 response which was awarded two marks.

In this response, the candidate has offered a correct function for
Schwann cells and made the link between lipid content and its
insulating properties. However, as no detail has been supplied about
the function of the neurone, this answer is within Level 1.
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This is a sound Level 2 answer gaining four marks.
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The function of both cell types is considered along with the role of the
predominant molecule found in the cell surface membrane of each
cell. However, there is insufficient detail offered and no discussion of
how Schwann cells and their high lipid composition led to saltatory
conduction, nor a consideration as to why both cell types have lipids
present in their membranes. As a consequence, this is a Level 2
response.
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This is a detailed and accurate Level 3 answer.
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This candidate has given a comprehensive discussion on the role of
lipids in the Schwann cells in terms of acting as an insulator of ion
movement leading to saltatory condition. They then follow this through
with a detailed consideration of proteins within neurones. This answer
achieved all six marks.
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Question 9 (a)(ii)

This question, about protein structure, was given in the context of two forms of rhodopsin. A
pleasing number of candidates tackled it in this context but other candidates did not and so
they limited the marks available to them.

This answer was not creditworthy.
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The first four lines tended to repeat the question and data supplied
rather than offering an explanation for the difference in the absorption
ratio.

Whilst the last line refers to opsin, it does not tie this in with this
component of rhodopsin being the protein.

Know what a command word is expecting. In this case, the explain
command word is essentially asking for the scientific explanation why
a gene mutation alters the ratio of rhodopsin absorbing light of two
different wavelengths.
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Question 9 (b)

Candidates were asked to describe how the movement of sodium ions in a rod cell affects
depolarisation in a bipolar neurone. There were many very commendable answers, but a
minority of candidates did not seem to appreciate that the question related to two named
cells.

The candidate has offered an answer set in both possible situations and gains full marks.
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Whilst the candidate has not referred to presence or absence of light,
they have considered, at the start of the first sentence, the situations
when the sodium ion channels are open or closed. The end of the first
sentence gains the first marking point.

The second sentence partially considers the export of the sodium ions
but does not refer to the location, hence does not achieve the second
marking point.

The third sentence then delivers, in sequence, the third, fourth and
fifth marking points, for a total score of four marks.
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Question 9 (c)(i)

Candidates were invited to describe the role of phytochrome in long-day plant flowering. It
was clear that many had an excellent grasp of this topic area and delivered thorough
answers. However, it was not uncommon to read responses that referred to plant growth
rather than flowering.

This is a sound response that was able to gain both marks and offers the two most
frequently seen mark points.

The first four lines detail the correct phytochrome conversion in the
presence of light for the second marking point.

The last two lines identify that a high level of phytochrome far red is
required to trigger flowering, hence the third marking point can be
credited here.

53 GCE Biology A 9BN0 02



Question 9 (c)(ii)

In this question, candidates were asked to devise an investigation to identify whether a plant
was long-day or short-day. A number of candidates provided clear and complete answers but
many did not offer suitable time periods of light/dark exposure. Likewise, a sizable minority
of the cohort referred to growth rather than flowering.

This answer illustrates a commonly seen response that did not achieve any marks.

The reference to light and dark was too general to be awarded the first
marking point. The second sentence refers to the level of flowering
success rather than whether it flowers or not, so would not gain the
third marking point.
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A suitable answer that was awarded all of the available marking points for three marks.

The reference to more or less than 12 hours of light is the first marking
point, whilst the statement about controlling water and minerals would
gain the second marking point. The final two sentences can be credited
with the final mark point.
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Question 10 (a)(i)

To tackle this calculation, candidates had to identify the mass of unsaturated lipid present.
This alluded a minority of candidates but many were able to do so, and then follow through
the calculation to gain the mark.

A clearly laid out calculation.

This answer gains the available mark for its correct answer.
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Question 10 (a)(ii)

In this calculation candidates had to work out the number of biscuits needed to exceed the
recommended daily sugar intake. Many took this in their stride and also realised that a whole
number was needed.

A calculation that gained 50% of the available marks.

This candidate correctly worked out the mass of sugar in each biscuit
for the first marking point.

Remember that it is always worth showing working, as a proportion of
the marks may still be achievable, even when the answer is incorrect.
This example shows that the candidate still gained half of the marks on
offer.
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A comprehensive response that gained both marks.

This candidate appreciated that the question asked for the number of
biscuits need to exceed the sugar RI, so suitably rounded up to 18, for
both marks.

Make sure that all aspects of the question are complied with, such as
the number of biscuits in this case.
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Question 10 (a)(iii)

Candidates were required to use the data provided in the table to calculate the daily
recommended intake of energy. Many were able to successfully achieve the answer but some
candidates did not give their value in standard form as requested.

Unfortunately this candidate response gained no marks.

Whilst this answer offered 8750, this could not be given the first
marking point as their answer is given in the context of joules rather
than kilojoules.

Always be mindful of the units being used.
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A nicely laid out answer that included units at all stages.

This answer gained both marks for the correct answer.
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Question 10 (b)(i)

In this question, candidates were expected to consider the data provided in the table so they
could then describe the effect of BMI and age on the development of coronary heart disease
in women. It was most gratifying to note that the majority of candidates were able to do this
so clearly.

This answer only focused on the relationship between BMI and the incidence of CHD.
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The answer could be awarded the second marking point for one mark.
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An answer that gained both marks.
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Much of this response was essentially a repeat of the data. However,
the last sentence, on the last two lines, can be credited with the first
and then second marking points respectively.
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Question 10 (b)(ii)

This was a six mark indicative content item in which candidates were asked to evaluate data
provided in both a table and three graphs. Many candidates were able to demonstrate their
ability to analyse the two plots on each of the three graphs but it was less common for
candidates to also then include age and BMI data from the table in their response.

65 GCE Biology A 9BN0 02



This is a Level 1 response.
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The candidate makes a valid, but general, evaluation between smoking,
activity level and alcohol intake. The BMI reference does not relate to
CHD. As a consequence, this response gained one mark.
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The candidate has offered an encouraging Level 2 response.
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This answer tackles, in pleasing detail, and with manipulation of the
data, smoking versus non-smoking, activity level and alcohol intake as
well as BMI on CHD incidence in women in the Million Women Study.
Four marks can be given.
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As this answer includes an evaluation of all three lifestyle factors, BMI and age it falls within
the Level 3 band.
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Whilst all the various factors are evaluated, and the numerical data is
manipulated, the reference to BMI and age lacks detail as does the
conclusion, hence five marks given rather than six.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates should:

Make sure they fully appreciate the meaning of the command word being used in each
question to help target their response.
Check the mark value for each question item as this can help inform the level of detail
required in the response.
Look to tailor answers to the context of the questions.
Consider showing their working in calculation questions, including making sure that any
conversions between units are taken into account.
Make sure that handwriting is sufficiently clear.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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