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Introduction

The examiners all commented on the high quality of many of the exam scripts. Many
candidates and centres had clearly prepared very well for the examination and had worked
very hard. Most candidates showed good factual knowledge of most topics and wrote
answers that were detailed and contained information that was of an A level standard. Some
candidates underestimated the level of detail needed and tended to lack confidence using
key scientific vocabulary. It is important to use all vocabulary accurately. Mathematical skills
were generally very good, and most candidates seemed to have made every effort to work
through all the mathematical requirements in the specification. Some candidates confused
the demands of the different command words, for example, a common error was to give
descriptions of data instead of giving explanations. The revised specifications have more
emphasis on data handling and analysis, and it was pleasing to see that many candidates
were confident when applying their knowledge to unfamiliar concepts. Some candidates still
lack confidence when handling data and should be encouraged to practice as much data
handling as possible prior to the examinations. The longer, six-mark questions were
generally answered very well, and the examiners thought that the way that candidates now
approach these questions is much improved compared with previous sessions. Overall, the
examiners thought that the standard was very good, and candidates and centres should be
commended for their hard work. Where candidates did less well, it was typically due to
underestimating the depth needed at A level or lacking confidence when applying their
knowledge to unfamiliar data series. During the exam, it is important for candidates to pace
their work so that they do not get left short of time. When answering questions, they should
be guided by the mark allocation rather than trying to ensure that they fill every line.
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Question 1 (b)

This question presented candidates with a scenario about the effect of high temperature on
the structure of egg white albumin protein. Many strong answers were seen that gained at
least two marks, but fewer went on to gain all three. Most candidates recognised that
proteins denature with higher temperature, and many went on to explain that this
denaturation is due to the breakage of bonds such as hydrogen and ionic bonds. A significant
number of candidates incorrectly suggested that covalent bonds such as disulfide and
peptide bonds would also break. Fewer candidates explained that hydrophilic, charged
amino acids would be on the outside of the proteins due to interactions with water and that
after heating, the hydrophobic amino acids would be exposed so that they tend to associate
together. The question stem stated that there were both polar and non-polar amino acids
present – candidates should always be aware that information in a question is usually given
for a reason.
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This answer gained one mark for the idea that protein denatured. No
further detail was given.

When referring to denaturation, always state which bonds are broken.
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This answer gained three marks. The candidates states that hydrogen
bonds are broken leading to the loss of tertiary structure and also
states that the hydrophilic amino acids are dissolved in water on the
outside. There are a few confused aspects in the answer but the three
points are not negated.
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This answer gained one mark for the idea of denaturation.
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Question 2 (b)

This maths question required candidates to calculate the volume of protein digested.
Candidates needed to calculate the volume of the cylinder before and after incubation. The
volume digested was calculated by subtracting the initial volume by the final volume. The
answer also required units to be converted from cm into mm and the answer given to two
significant figures. Many strong answers completed the calculation to gain all three marks.
Common errors where candidates did not gain full credit were:

only calculating the volume of the cylinder at the end.
not giving the answer to two significant figures.
incorrectly converting units from cm into mm.
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This answer gained two marks. The volumes, unit conversion and
subtraction have been calculated correctly but the answer was not
given to two significant figures.
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This answer gained one mark. The final volume has been calculated
but the initial volume has not been calculated.
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This correct answer gained all three marks. All the working is very clear
– this is an example of good practice as even if the final answer is
incorrect, some credit may be gained from the working.

Always show working for calculations – you may get some credit even if
the final answer is incorrect.
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This is another good example of a correct answer that gained all three
marks. The working is very clear.
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Question 2 (c)(i)

This question assessed the candidates knowledge of the effect of increasing substrate
concentration on enzyme activity. Strong answers described the increase in rate, followed by
the levelling off and went on to explain that increasing the substrate concentration increases
the rate due to more enzyme-substrate complex formation and the rate levels off when the
enzyme concentration becomes limiting. Weaker answers tended to just give descriptions
and some candidates did not read the question carefully and compared the rates at different
concentrations of copper sulfate.
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This is an excellent answer that gained both marks. There is a clear
description of the increase in rate and levelling off and explanations
given for the increase and levelling off.
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This answer gained two marks. There is a description of the increase
and level off and the candidate goes on to explain that the rate levels
off as all the active sites are occupied.
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This answer gives a correct description for one mark but there is no
correct explanation for the levelling off.
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This is an excellent answer that gained both marks. There is a clear
description and the candidate clearly explains both the increase in rate
and the levelling off.
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Question 2 (c)(ii)

This question presented candidates with the effects of adding different concentrations of
copper sulfate on the rate of digestion of protein by the enzyme. Most candidates recognised
that the copper sulfate was acting as an inhibitor although a significant number incorrectly
stated that it was a competitive inhibitor or stated that it was either competitive or
non-competitive. The rate never reaches the maximum rate even when there is a high
concentration of substrate so that the inhibitor would not be competitive. Strong answers
explained that the copper sulfate would cause a change in the shape of the enzyme so that
the substrate would no longer fit into the enzyme's active site. Some candidates gave very
impressive answers correctly referring to allosteric binding and how it changes the active site
shape. Weaker answers tended to give vague descriptions of the results.

This very good answer gained two marks. The candidate states that the
copper sulfate is an inhibitor and prevents the substrate from binding
with the enzyme.
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This excellent answer gained both marks. The candidate clearly states
that the copper sulfate is a non-competitive inhibitor and binds to
allosteric sites.

This answer gained one mark for correctly stating that copper sulfate is
a non-competitive inhibitor.
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Question 3 (a)(ii)

This question required candidates to calculate the width of a cell when given the diameter of
the image and the magnification. The question also required a unit conversion and the final
answer to be given to one decimal place. Most candidates were able to gain at least one
mark with many gaining both. The main error was incorrectly converting between cm and
micrometres. Candidates should be fully familiar with how to convert between units.

This is a good answer that scores two marks. The candidate has also
shown all their working clearly.
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This answer gained one mark for a correct magnification calculation
but the final answer is wrong due to an incorrect unit conversion.

This answer gained one mark. The calculation is correct but the final
answer has been given to two decimal places.
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Question 3 (b)(i)

This question was well answered and most candidates were able to interpret the histogram
to determine the correct number.

Question 3 (b)(ii)

This question discriminated well generating a wide range of scores. Candidates were
presented with unfamiliar data regarding the percentage of DNA damage in sperm and the
risks of pregnancies not going to term. Candidates were then asked to evaluate whether the
data and investigation supported a conclusion. With evaluation questions, full marks cannot
be awarded if only one side of the argument is given. Strong answers often stated that there
was a higher percentage of sperm with more than 25% DNA damage associated with
pregnancies not going to full term and that when there was little DNA damage, there was a
high chance of pregnancies going to full term. Stronger answers also went on to consider the
investigation and often referred to other factors that may affect the pregnancies, such as
maternal health and the unevenness of the group sizes. Weaker answers tended to get one
or two marks, often for a description of how the data supported the conclusion and / or one
reason why the investigation may not be fully valid.
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This is an excellent answer that gained all four marks. The candidate
has considered the reliability of the data (sample size), the possibility
of other factors and how the data supports the conclusion from both
graphs.

With evaluate questions, make sure that you have points that both
support and counter an argument or conclusion.

25 GCE Biology B 9BI0 02



26GCE Biology B 9BI0 02



This answer gained two marks. The candidate has correctly stated that
there is an increase in the number of men with more than 25% of
sperm with DNA damage associated with pregnancies not going full
term and that when pregnancies do go full term, there is a high
number of men with 0-5% damage.
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This answer gained one mark for stating that there are more sperm
with greater than DNA damage associated with pregnancies not going
to full term. No consideration of the quality of the investigation is
given.
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This is an excellent answer that gained all four marks. The data is used
to explain how it supports the conclusion and the candidate then goes
on to explain that the samples are uneven, there are other factors and
that maternal health needs consideration.
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Question 4 (a)(ii)

This question presented candidates with diagrams and information about the structure of
samphire and asked them to explain how samphire is adapted to live in areas next to the sea
where it is often flooded with sea water. Strong answers explained:

the small leaf surfaces and thick cuticle that prevent transpiration and evaporation of
water.
the presence of air spaces to store carbon dioxide for photosynthesis.
the use of the stem as an organ of photosynthesis since the leaf surface area is small.
the presence of salt in the cells to lower the water potential and prevent water loss by
osmosis.

Weaker answers tended to pick up one or two marks, often for the reduced water loss due to
the small leaf surface area and thick epidermal layer. Some candidates simply gave
descriptions of the adaptations rather than explanations – it is important to be fully familiar
with all the command words. Weaker answers often referred to the salt concentrations but
did not refer to water potentials or the prevention of water loss by osmosis. At A level, it is
important to refer to water potentials rather than concentrations.
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This is a very good answer that gained all four marks. The candidate
explains that the waxy cuticle reduces water loss and that the high salt
concentration lowers the water potential, reducing water loss by
osmosis. The candidate also correctly points out that the palisade cells
in the stem contain chloroplasts and so are photosynthetic.

Make sure that you know what all the different command words
require. For example, explain and describe require different types of
answer.

34GCE Biology B 9BI0 02



35 GCE Biology B 9BI0 02



This answer gained four marks. The candidate has correctly stated that
the samphire has a thick epidermis to reduce transpiration, there is a
lower water potential in the cells reducing water loss by osmosis and
that the palisade cells in the stem perform photosynthesis.
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This answer gained two marks for correctly explaining that the reduced
leaf surface area reduces transpiration and that the thick epidermis
will also reduce water loss from the surface.
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This answer gained four marks for the idea of the waxy cuticle
reducing water loss, the lowering of water potential in the root cells,
reducing water loss by osmosis and the role of the palisade cells in
photosynthesis.
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Question 4 (b)(i)

This question presented candidates with data about biodiversity of species near the coast
and asked them to give two limitations with using ACFOR data. Strong answers referred to
ACFOR data not being qualitative, being subjective and not being able to be used for
statistical testing. Most candidates were able to gain at least one mark with many going on to
gain both.
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This answer gained both marks for correctly stating that ACFOR data is
subjective and not numerical.
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This answer gained two marks for correctly stating that ACFOR data is
qualitative and subjective.
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This answer gained two marks for the idea that the data is subjective
and that it is not numerical.

43 GCE Biology B 9BI0 02



Question 4 (b)(ii)

This question presented candidates with information about how the organic material in the
soil and abundance of different plant species changed with distance from the sea. The
question explained to candidates that as distance increases, the age of the land increased
suggesting that the coast area was an example of succession. Many candidates recognised
that succession had occurred, and that samphire was an example of a pioneer species that
helps to stabilise the substrate. Strong answers also explained that the plant species
numbers changed with distance from the coast as each species has its own niche and the
plants compete with each other. Many candidates also correctly explained that abiotic factors
such as salinity and exposure change with distance from the sea and the plant species all
have their own adaptations. Weaker answers tended to simply describe the data in the table
without giving any explanations for the changes, for example, many candidates pointed out
that the mass of organic material increases with distance from the sea but did not link this to
decay or release of mineral ions.
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This is an excellent answer that gained four marks. The candidate
explains that samphire is a pioneer species, succession has occurred
and explains the release of nutrients due to decomposition. The
candidate also explains how the different species must compete with
each other at different areas of the land.
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This answer gained two marks for the explanation about how
samphire is adapted to live close to the water and how decomposition
produces the organic material in the soil.
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This excellent answer gained all four marks. The candidate explains
that succession has occurred and only samphire has the adaptations
to live by the sea. The candidate also explains that decomposition
releases nutrients into the soil and that there are different niches at
different distances.
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Question 5 (a)(ii)

This question tested the candidates understanding of the sensitivity of different areas of the
retina. Most candidates recognised that the central area contains more cones than rods and
many went on to explain that rods are more sensitive due to the summation of input onto
bipolar neurones. Some candidates confused rods and cones and incorrectly stated that
there are more rods in the central area of the retina.

This answer gained two marks for correctly stating that the central
area of the retina has more cones and that cones are less sensitive to
light.
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This answer gained both marks for correctly stating that the fovea has
more cone cells and that the cone cells are less sensitive.

This answer gained two marks for correctly stating that the fovea
contains more cone cells which are less sensitive. The candidate also
correctly explains that the rod cells have synaptic convergence.
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This answer gained two marks for correctly stating that the centre of
the retina has more cones and that cones contain less sensitive
iodopsin rather than rhodopsin.
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Question 5 (b)(ii)

This question tested the candidates understanding of X-linked conditions by presenting them
with a pedigree diagram of a family with red-green colour blindness. Candidates were asked
to select one aspect of the diagram to explain how it showed that the condition is caused by
a recessive allele. Most candidates were able to correctly gain one mark for identifying a
cross where parents did not have the condition, but offspring did. Many then went on to
explain that the genotype of the mother must be X H X h if the son had the condition. Some
candidates incorrectly stated that both parents would be heterozygous (as the father has
only one X chromosome) and others did not give a specific example of a cross that showed
that the condition is recessive.

This very good answer gained two marks. The candidate has stated
that parents 6 and 7 are not colour blind yet 11 is. They then go on to
explain that the genotype of the mother must be heterozygous.
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This answer gained two marks for selecting the cross with parent 4 and
then going on to state that parent 4 must be heterozygous since her
daughter has the condition and the father also has the condition.

This answer gained one mark for the selection of the correct cross but
did not gain the second mark as the candidate stated that both
parents would be heterozygous.
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This answer gained two marks for selecting a correct cross and then
explaining that female 4 must be heterozygous.

This answer gained two marks for identifying a correct cross and giving
the correct genotype of the mother.
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Question 5 (c)(i)

This challenging question was well answered by many candidates. Most were able to gain at
least one mark, typically for deducing that the allele was recessive. Many outstanding
answers were seen that explained that the allele must be recessive and autosomal (or not
sex-linked) and then gave evidence from the cross to support their answer. The examiners
were impressed with how well many candidates understood the pedigree diagram. It was
clear that many candidates annotated the script to show the genotypes of each individual –
this is good practice (although not essential) as it helps candidates work out how the alleles
are passed through the generations.
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This excellent answer gained three marks. The candidate has stated
that the allele is autosomal and recessive and identified two crosses to
explain their deduction.
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This excellent answer gained three marks for stating that the condition
is not sex-linked, is recessive and gives the correct evidence from the
diagram to support their answer.
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This is an example of another excellent answer that gained three
marks for correctly deducing that the allele is recessive and not
sex-linked and explains how the diagram shows this.
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Question 5 (c)(ii)

This question required candidates to use their knowledge of population genetics to explain
why colour blindness is more common on the island of Pingelap. Many candidates were
correctly able to recognise that a genetic bottleneck / founder effect had occurred that
reduced the gene pool and made it more likely that carriers of the allele would have children
together. A few candidates gave vague answers about genetic variation being reduced but
most were able to gain at least one mark with many going on to get both.

This answer gained one mark for the idea of reduced variation but
there is no explanation as to why there is reduced variation.
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This answer gained both marks for correctly referring to a bottleneck
and the effects of this on the diversity of alleles.
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This answer gained two marks for correctly stating that a genetic
bottleneck had occurred and linking this to a reduced gene pool.
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Question 6 (a)(ii)

This question asked candidates to explain how the membrane of a neurone depolarises.
Most candidates were able to gain at least one mark with many going on to gain two. Most
candidates recognised  that the sodium ion channels close whilst potassium ion channels
open. A few candidates incorrectly stated that the potassium ions would enter the neurone.
Candidates should always be careful to refer to the movement of ions rather than simply
referring to the movement of potassium or sodium.

This answer gained two marks for correctly stating that the sodium
channels will close and the potassium channels will open. The
candidate also states that the potassium ions will diffuse out.

Always refer to sodium or potassium ions when describing their
movement.
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This answer gained no marks as the candidate has not stated which
channels are closed.

This answer gained two marks for correctly stating that the sodium
channels are closed and the potassium channels open.
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Question 6 (b)(ii)

Many candidates found this question challenging. The question required candidates to
analyse the effect of ouabain, an inhibitor of the sodium-potassium exchange pump, on the
activity of a motor neurone. The candidates were shown the effect of the ouabain on the
resting potential across the neurone membrane. Strong answers explained that the resting
potential was unable to be maintained as there is no pumping of sodium ions out or
potassium ions in, so that there would not be a gradient of sodium ions across the
membrane, thus preventing depolarisation when stimulated. Weaker answers tended to
suggest that the ouabain prevented stimulation of the membrane from reaching a threshold
potential or suggested that the ouabain acted on sodium or potassium channels directly.
Some candidates gave vague answers restating the question stem by simply stating that the
sodium-potassium exchange pump no longer works.
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This answer gained no marks. The candidate has referred to the
sodium-potassium exchange pump stopping but not given a direction
for the movement of the ions. There is no reference to preventing
depolarisation in the correct context.
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This answer gained all three marks. The candidate clearly states that
the pump can no longer pump sodium ions out and potassium ions in.
The candidate goes on to state that this means that the potential
difference across the membrane rises and so it is unable to depolarise.
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This is a very good answer that explains that the sodium ions are no
longer pumped out and potassium ions not pumped in, meaning that
the resting potential is not maintained. The candidate goes on to
correctly state that the membrane reaches an equilibrium.
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Question 7 (a)(ii)

This question asked candidates to explain why DNA sequences of genes are more variable
than the sequences of amino acids in proteins. Most were able to correctly state the code is
degenerate so that there are many different codons that can produce the same amino acid.
Fewer candidates went on to gain a second mark for recognising that there are non-coding
regions or introns within genes or that changing amino acid sequences may affect protein
function (which may lead to organisms not surviving).

This answer gained two marks for correctly describing that the code is
degenerate and that non-coding regions also exist.
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This excellent answer also gained two marks for describing the code as
degenerate and stating that mutations may occur within introns.
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Question 7 (a)(iii)

This question tested the candidates knowledge of the use of DNA technology in classification,
a subject covered in Topic 3 of the specification. Most candidates were able to correctly gain
at least one mark, typically for referring to gel electrophoresis or DNA sequencing. A
significant number of candidates went on to gain a second mark for explaining how the
sequences could be analysed using bioinformatics or comparison of banding patterns from
gel electrophoresis.

This answer gained two marks for the use of gel electrophoresis and
the comparison of banding patterns. The candidate has also correctly
stated that bioinformatics can be used.
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This strong answer gained two marks for correctly stating that gel
electrophoresis can be used, the banding patterns compared and that
bioinformatics can be used.

This answer gained two marks for correctly describing the use of DNA
sequencing and comparing fragment sizes using gel electrophoresis.
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Question 7 (b)

This longer answer, level-based question assessed candidates ability to analyse data relating
to the use of seed banks as a method of conservation. The data showed the differences in
genetic diversity of different groups of plants in seed banks compared with in the wild. Data
also showed how much the genetic diversity of seeds changes depending on the length of
time spent in the seed banks. Strong answers gave detailed descriptions of how the genetic
diversity differed or increased over time, went on to suggest explanations such as the effects
of mutations when growing in the wild, genetic drift, and natural selection, and discussed the
validity of the data by explaining overlapping error bars and the number of outliers present
in the graph. Weaker answers tended to gain one or two marks for giving pure descriptions
of the data. When discussing data in these longer questions, candidates should give
descriptions, identify patterns, suggest explanations, and comment on the validity of the
data.
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This is a good answer that gained four marks. The candidate has
described several patterns in the data and has discussed the validity of
the data. There are few attempts at an explanation so the answer is
classed as Level 2.
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This is a good, strong answer that gained four marks. The candidate
describes several patterns in the data and gives explanations for
differences in genetic diversity. There are no real attempts to discuss
validity so the answer is Level 2.
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This is a weak answer that gained just one mark for one descriptive
idea.
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This is a weak answer that gained one mark for the description of a
positive correlation.
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This is a strong answer that gained six marks. The candidate has given
descriptions of patterns in the data, offered explanations, and
commented on the validity and significance of the data. This makes the
answer Level 3.
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This is another excellent answer that gained six marks. Descriptions of
data patterns are given, explanations are offered and there are
comments about validity at the end of the answer.
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Question 8 (a)

This question asked candidates to explain the role of a double circulation in the maintenance
of a high metabolic rate. Most candidates were able to gain at least one mark with many
gaining both. Common correct answers included the double circulation allowing different
pressures to be maintained in the systemic and pulmonary circulatory systems and
separating the oxygenated and deoxygenated blood. Some candidates did not mention that
the rapid supply of oxygen enables a high respiration rate but only referred to metabolic rate
that was in the question stem.

This answer gained one mark for correctly stating that oxygenated and
deoxygenated blood are kept separate. There is no reference to
oxygen supply for respiration.
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This answer gained both marks for correctly stating that oxygenated
and deoxygenated blood is kept separate and that this enables a rapid
supply of oxygen for respiration.

This answer gained two marks for stating that oxygenated and
deoxygenated blood are kept separate and that oxygen is supplied for
respiration.
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Question 8 (b)(i)

This mathematical question required candidates to calculate a heart rate. Many excellent
answers were seen that gained both marks for correctly determining the time taken for one
beat and then dividing 60 by this time. Some candidates gained one mark for a correct
method after calculating the wrong time for one heartbeat. A few candidates misread the
scale on the graph but often gained a mark for a correct method.
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This is an example of a correct answer that gained two marks. The
candidate has shown their working clearly.
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This is an example of a correct answer that gained both marks.
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Question 8 (b)(ii)

This challenging question required candidates to analyse the ECG trace for a patient and
explain how the trace showed that there was damage to the septum. Some excellent answers
were seen that clearly stated that there was a longer gap between the P and QRS complex,
although some candidates showed confusion with labelling the letters on the trace. A
significant number of candidates recognised that there was a delay between atrial and
ventricular systole and also went on to state that there may be damage to the bundle of His
or Purkinje fibres in the septum.

This excellent answer gained both marks and illustrated all three mark
points. The candidate describes the delay between the P and QRS
complex and goes on to state that there is a delay between atrial and
ventricular systole, possibly due to damage to the bundle of His.

95 GCE Biology B 9BI0 02



This strong answer gained two marks for correctly stating that there is
a long delay between the P and QRS complex and that this may be due
to damage to the bundle of His.
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Question 8 (b)(iii)

This question presented candidates with information about the structure of atropine and
asked them to explain how its action can lead to an increase in heart rate. Many excellent
answers were seen that explained that the atropine would bind to acetylcholine receptors
and prevent acetylcholine that had been released from parasympathetic neurones from
binding. Most candidates were able to gain at least one mark with many going on to gain all
three.

This strong answer gained three marks. The candidate states that
acetylcholine is released from the parasympathetic nervous system
and slows the heart rate. The candidate then goes on to explain that
atropine will bind to the receptors and prevent acetylcholine binding.
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This very good answer gained three marks. The candidate correctly
states that acetylcholine is released by the parasympathetic nervous
system and slows the heart rate. The candidate also goes on to state
that atropine will prevent acetylcholine binding to receptors.
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Question 8 (b)(iv)

This question assessed the candidates understanding of how exercise leads to the
stimulation of the medulla so that heart rate is increased. Many excellent answers were seen
that gave excellent detail. Stronger answers referred to the release of carbon dioxide from
respiration, the decrease in pH of the blood, and the detection of this by chemoreceptors in
the aorta and carotid artery. A few candidates wrote answers that lacked detail, for example,
they would refer to chemoreceptors but not give a location, or they would refer to respiration
but not mention the release of carbon dioxide. Some candidates confused baroreceptors
with chemoreceptors and some candidates explained how the sympathetic nervous system
causes an increase in heart rate due to noradrenaline release.

This answer gained two marks. The candidate stated that the pH of the
blood would decrease leading to the stimulation of chemoreceptors.
Carbon dioxide is mentioned but not linked to respiration.
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This answer gained two marks for the role of chemoreceptors and the
sending of impulses to the medulla. Carbon dioxide is not linked to
respiration and the pH fall is not linked to the blood.
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This answer gained four marks. The candidate states that the blood pH
falls and that this is detected by the chemoreceptors in the carotid
artery which send impulses to the medulla.
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Question 9 (a)

This question presented candidates with pyramids of biomass for a marine food chain in two
sequential months, and the pyramid of energy for the whole year. Most candidates were able
to gain one mark with many going on to gain two or three. Many candidates correctly
described the changes in phytoplankton and zooplankton between November and
December but some only described the changes in one trophic level or described the
pyramid for one month. Many candidates were able to describe the decreasing energy along
the food chain and give a reason for the decrease in energy such as excretion or indigestible
material. Some of the strongest answers explained that the pyramid of energy was taken for
the whole year and the pyramids of biomass are 'snapshots' of one month.
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This answer gained one mark for the correct idea of a decrease in
energy along the food chain. The description of the changes in
phytoplankton and zooplankton is confused.

104GCE Biology B 9BI0 02



105 GCE Biology B 9BI0 02



This answer gained one mark for a correct description of the changes
of phytoplankton and zooplankton biomasses between November and
December.
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This strong answer gained three marks. The candidate describes the
changes in biomass correctly and explains that the zooplankton will
have consumed the phytoplankton. The candidate also goes on to
explain why the pyramid of energy decreases.
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Question 9 (b)(i)

This question required candidates to calculate the efficiency of energy transfer between two
trophic levels. Most candidates were able to complete the calculation correctly although a
few did not give their answer to the nearest whole number as instructed.
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This correct answer gained both marks. The candidate has also shown
their working clearly.

110GCE Biology B 9BI0 02



This answer gained one mark. The candidates has completed the
calculation correctly but has not given the answer to the nearest whole
number.
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Question 9 (b)(ii)

This challenging question asked candidates to explain why the transfer of energy along a
food chain is less efficient when an endotherm is in the chain compared with an ectotherm.
The question assessed the candidates knowledge of thermoregulation and energy transfer
through food chains. Some excellent answers were seen that explained that endotherms
regulate their body temperature, lose more heat, and so have a higher metabolic rate. A
significant number of candidates were confused by the terms ectotherm and endotherm and
incorrectly suggested that ectotherms will continuously lose more heat energy and so have
higher metabolic rates. Candidates should be fully conversant with all technical terms used in
the specification.

This answer did not gain any credit. The candidate has some correct
concepts, for example, the idea of energy lost from uneaten food, but
the context is incorrect and suggests that the sardines will lose more
energy.
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This strong answer gained all three marks. The candidate correctly
states that endotherms will lose more heat, have to regulate their body
temperature (and ectotherms do not), and so have a higher metabolic
rate.
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This answer gained all three marks. The candidate has stated that
seals regulate their body temperature and lose more heat. They also
explain that there is energy loss from excretion.
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Question 9 (c)(i)

This question asked candidates to define the term net primary productivity. Most candidates
were able to gain the mark, often by giving the formula for NPP (NPP = GPP-R).

This answer gained the mark for correctly giving the formula for NPP.
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This is another example of an answer that gained one mark for
correctly defining NPP using the formula.
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Question 9 (c)(ii)

This final question on the paper required candidates to analyse a statement about the effect
of fossil fuel use on orca populations. They were required to draw together information from
an experiment into the effect of light intensity and temperature on the growth of algae with
their own knowledge and the food chain given in the question. Stronger answers stated that
the data showed that NPP generally increased with temperature, but at lower light intensities
the NPP decreased when temperatures were higher. This suggests that at low light
intensities, respiration increases but photosynthesis is limited. High quality answers
described the patterns shown by the experimental data and linked them to other
information in the question, such as an increase in cloud cover causing a decrease in light
intensities, reducing NPP lower at higher temperatures. Strong answers also referred to the
reduced availability of nutrients such as nitrates limiting protein synthesis. To reach Level 3,
candidates needed to describe the data patterns, give explanations about how an increasing
temperature could increase and / or decrease NPP (and the impacts on the food chain), and
discuss the role of fossil fuels in the process. Weaker answers tended to be either purely
descriptive or gave consequences of global warming without linking it to the data.
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This answer gained six marks. There is a basic description of the
patterns in the data, some explanations given (eg light limiting
photosynthesis) and a link to fossil fuel usage.
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This answer gained six marks and is Level 3. The candidate gives
descriptions of the data, gives explanations and links their answer to
fossil fuel usage, also considering validity.
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This answer gained six marks. Descriptions of the data, possible
explanations and a link to fossil fuel are given making the answer
Level 3.
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This answer gained two marks. The candidate has explained the
consequences of global warming but unfortunately has not linked this
to the experimental data or the use of fossil fuels, keeping the answer
in Level 1.
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This answer gained four marks and is Level 2. The candidate gives
descriptions of the data and explanations of the impacts but does not
link this with fossil fuel or discuss validity.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates should:

Be fully familiar with the requirements of all the command words.
Practice data analysis using unfamiliar sets of data prior to the examination.
Explore all aspects of data presented in longer questions.
Make sure that they use accurate and precise scientific vocabulary.
Make sure that they work at an even pace throughout the exam. Focus on mark
allocations for questions rather than trying to fill every line.
Consider the validity of investigations when tackling longer discussion and evaluate
questions.

127 GCE Biology B 9BI0 02



Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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