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Introduction

This paper was fairly typical of a 9BI0_01 paper, covering a range of both AS and paper 1 A2
topics using a range of different command words and including the statutory number of
multiple choice questions and maths marks.

The multiple choice questions were quite well answered and the calculations performed
better than in previous years. It was also evident that centres are more familiar with the
requirements of the levels-based questions and are preparing their candidates for these
more effectively.
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Question 1 (a)(i)

The majority of candidates wrote the correct answer with many qualifying it with middle
lamella, which was unnecessary. The commonest incorrect answer given was cellulose.

This example is typical of ones that we frequently saw.
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Question 1 (b)

A range of responses were seen with the majority of candidates focusing on describing the
data before starting to explain the data. Those candidates who did attempt to explain the
data tended to explain the increase in the ion concentration, ignoring the decrease. Few
candidates made reference to aerobic respiration, just referring to the aerobic conditions.
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This response illustrates all of our mark points except the fourth one.

A question that starts with the command word 'explain' requires you to
say why something is happening; your response should be using terms
like because, therefore, as a result if you have completed it correctly.
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Question 2 (a)

This question was answered well by many candidates. Those candidates who did not score,
either simply repeated the information in the table without actually using it to answer the
question or else mis-read the information and wrote about membrane-bound organelles.
The other errors were to roll all of the information together and not specify whether they
were referring to the Bacteria or the Eukaryote or to refer to the Bacteria as prokaryotes.

This response illustrates both our mark points.
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Question 2 (b)(i)

Some candidates found this question quite challenging and simply repeated the information
in the table and did not use it to actually answer the question. The most frequently awarded
mark was the first one, although the more able candidates would score this and then usually
the third mark point as well.

9 GCE Biology B 9BI0 01



Mark points 1 and 3 in the very first sentence. The response was then
awarded the fourth mark point.

Use the number of marks allocated to a question to help you deduce
how many points you should be making.
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Question 2 (b)(ii)

A range of responses were seen to this question but very few candidates wrote more than
one reason so limited themselves to one mark. Many candidates did discuss the need for a
different tertiary structure but did not link it into what we required for our fourth mark point.

This is an example of one of the stronger responses that we saw.
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Question 3 (a)

A very straightforward definition was required to start this question but not all candidates
could give it.

A clear definition. Just what we were looking for.

We can ask you to define any biological term present in the
specification, so make sure you have compiled a glossary of terms as
you work your way through the course.
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Question 3 (b)

A range of combinations were given in this question, which is effectively just three multiple
choice questions. Most candidates knew that the phloem had sieve plates but fewer were
confident about the presence of cellulose in the cell walls of cells from both tissues and the
presence or absence of mitochondria in the two tissues.

This candidate knew the structure of xylem and phloem.

If you make a mistake, make sure that it is clear what is crossed out
and what is your answer.
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Question 3 (c)(ii)

A fairly straightforward calculation that the majority of candidates could do correctly and
express to an appropriate number of decimal places.

A clearly laid out calculation with a sensible choice for the number of
decimal places given.

Always check to see if we have given instructions on how to express
your answer. If we have not, then you must decide what is appropriate
for yourself.
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Question 3 (c)(iii)

We saw lengthy responses to this question but few candidates actually gained all three marks
despite the question being straight from the specification. Mark point 1 was scored often
except by candidates who undermined themselves by naming other transport methods as
well. Mark point 2 was probably the mark point most frequently awarded but there were
candidates who wrote about glucose being transported. There was confusion as to how
sucrose left the phloem. Candidates made attempts at scoring mark points 4 and 5 but the
commonest error was to only give half the mark point; they would explain how water either
entered or left the phloem but not both and they would mention the hydrostatic pressure at
either the source or the sink without referring to both.
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This is a high quality response, illustrating all our mark points.
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Question 4 (c)

It is clear from candidate responses that they have used past mark schemes to learn the
events that take place from the virus attaching to the host cell until it is assembled. However,
few candidates appreciated that it takes more than one host cell to be destroyed for
symptoms to occur and that there will be a delay for enough virus particles to be produced
and host cells destroyed. There are still candidates that think that all RNA viruses are retro
viruses and describe latency.

This candidate clearly knows what events must take place following
attachment of the virus to its host cell and they appreciate that a high
number of virus particles are necessary before symptoms will occur.
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Question 4 (d)(i)

Candidates still find ratios difficult. Marks were lost because candidates did not express their
answer as 'something to one' or 'one to something' or because they used an inappropriate
number of decimal places.

This answer was seen on several occasions.

A ratio must be expressed as 'something to one' or 'one to something'.
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Question 4 (d)(ii)

Most candidates knew that antibiotics are not effective on viruses but tended to say that the
reason was because they did not have a peptidoglycan cell wall. Very few candidates scored
mark point 2 despite lots of references to selection pressures in Q7(b)(iv), with these
responses demonstrating a good understanding of this.

We felt that 'selective pressure' was close enough to 'selection
pressure', particularly as it was used in the right context.
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A very good response that does give more details than we actually
needed for the two marks.
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Question 5 (b)(i)

A reasonable number of candidates did this calculation correctly with the vast majority of
these candidates expressing their answer as 6 000 and not in standard form.
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Question 5 (b)(ii)

Candidates find commenting on data quite difficult, and this was no exception. Mark point 1
was frequently scored but barely any responses commented on the lack of error bars on the
graph. The vast majority of candidates expect to find a pattern in data and the comments on
graph 2 were no exception. There were comments about the error bars but usually in relation
to the reliability of the data whereas we required comments on significance or validity.
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This candidate could comment on what the data showed but did not
comment on the error bars, or lack of them in graph 1.

If a question starts with the command word 'comment on' and it is
referring to data then you must comment on any error bars or lack of
them. Do not refer to 'reliability' but to significance or validity.
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Question 5 (b)(iii)

This question scored very poorly. Despite us telling the candidates in the question that the
sperm were agglutinated by the antibodies, the vast majority of candidates ignored this and
did not write anything approaching what was on our mark scheme. There were lots of
comments about sperm swimming in different directions and therefore getting joined
together in different orientations. Sadly, a number of candidates who had got the gist of the
question forgot their biology lessons and talked about antibodies with binding sites to two
different types of antigens.

This was such a good response that we felt we could ignore the
reference to antibodies at the end of the first line as it was clearly a
slip.

Always read through your answer to make sure that you have written
what you mean and have not made any careless errors due to the
pressures of exams.
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Question 5 (c)

In the responses to this question the first mark point was most frequently awarded but for
mark point 2 candidates essentially repeated the stem of the question without referring to
the lack of antibodies.

Although we did not really like the reference to 'capture', this candidate
clearly knew the answer to the question and this poorly worded
explanation did not contradict our mark point.
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This was another way of phrasing the answer to get two marks. As a
reference to 'limiting factor' was not the most appropriate, we did
require some sort of qualification in the response to show that the
candidate understood what was happening.
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Question 6 (a)(i)

We have asked candidates to draw organelles such as chloroplasts in previous series and we
saw a typical range of responses. The more able candidates had no problems with correctly
drawing and labelling three structures, scoring full marks. In the diagrams from the less able
candidates we saw mitochondria drawn and the stroma labelled as cytoplasm. Another
common error was to draw the DNA as a linear structure.

This is an example of the type of diagram we were looking for.
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Question 6 (a)(ii)

Candidates found converting the units straightforward for mark point 1. Surprisingly few
candidates however expressed their answer to two significant figures as instructed.

A clearly laid out calculation with the correct number of significant
figures.

Always show your working for a calculation worth more than one
mark; if you arrive at the wrong answer, you may still pick up a method
mark.

In addition, check the question to see if we require you to express your
answer in a particular way.
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Question 6 (b)

Candidates have clearly been prepared for their exam using past mark schemes as there
were some excellent accounts of the light-dependent reactions. Unfortunately, a number of
candidates did not link their answer to the thylakoid membranes as required, not gaining the
marks. Other common errors were to not use the term ‘absorb’ so missing out on mark point
1, referring to reduced NAD and not reduced NADP so missing out on mark point 2 and not
actually stating that the processes like photolysis and chemiosmosis were sited on the
thylakoid membranes and missing out on mark point 5.

This response illustrates all our mark points; we just would have
preferred a more categoric statement for mark point 5.
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Question 6 (c)(i)

The majority of candidates could correctly name the enzyme as RUBISCO. A variety of
combinations of capital and lowercase letters were used but we ignored this.
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Question 6 (c)(ii)

This question was not answered well as few candidates realised that we were really
asking them about the products of the light-dependent reactions being needed in the
light-independent reactions, which involves enzymes.

This is one of the better responses that we saw; we rarely saw the third
mark point.

32GCE Biology B 9BI0 01



Question 7 (a)

Many candidates scored the mark for this calculation. The main reason for not scoring was
for incorrectly expressing the answer in standard form.
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Question 7 (b)(i)

Candidates are familiar with the rules of complementary base pairing so were able to score
both marks for what is a relatively straightforward calculation.

This is an example of a well-thought out calculation.

Show your working to all calculations that are worth more than one
mark.
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Question 7 (b)(ii)

Candidates coped well with this calculation despite it requiring them to select numbers from
an unfamiliar diagram, unless they had seen the SAMS questions that were produced for the
launch of this specification. Marks that were lost were generally by those candidates who did
not express their answer to one decimal place, as instructed.

35 GCE Biology B 9BI0 01



We felt that there were two ways of interpreting this question which is
why there are two possible methods and answers on the mark
scheme. This demonstrates the first alternative.

This demonstrates the second way of approaching this calculation.
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Question 7 (b)(iii)

This question was also relatively high-scoring. The less able candidates described the
relationships in terms of the branching or thought that each branch point represented a
generation. There were some candidates who tried to apply the classification of organisms
into kingdoms, phyla, classes, orders, families, genera and species to the fish.

Mark points 2, 3 and 1 are illustrated in bullet points 1 and 3.
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Mark points 3, 4 and 5 are illustrated here.

This is another example where the number of marks allocated to a
question will help guide you to how many descriptions you should be
making to access full marks.
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Question 7 (b)(iv)

The first of our two levels-based questions saw a wide range of responses, with a number of
candidates scoring the Level 3 marks. It was, on average, a higher-scoring question than the
second question of this style, Q09(c).

There was some confusion between allopatric and sympatric speciation, which we tried to
ignore where possible and there were candidates who thought that the selection pressures
caused the mutations, which is a misconception we have seen before. The section that
candidates performed best on was the natural selection section but there were some weak
descriptions that were barely above GCSE level and there was the usual confusion between
genes and alleles. Very few candidates made any reference to epigenetics. This did not
surprise us but we felt that they should be credited if they did. We designed the level
descriptors in such a way that this was not required to access the Level 3 marks.
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This is a Level 3 response which demonstrates particularly good
understanding of allopatric speciation and selection pressures. This
candidate does imply that the different environments cause the
mutations but we ignored this as much as possible as it did not
contradict anything they had said. It is quite a short response but it is
clear that this candidate understands speciation.
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This is another Level 3 response that demonstrates a good
understanding of natural selection and the fact that it will occur in both
trenches but leading to different phenotypes.
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Question 8 (a)

Candidates know the macrophage antigen-presentation to T helper cells story but only the
more able candidates realised that in a mRNA vaccine, the macrophages synthesised the
actual antigen themselves. This resulted in our first two mark points being less frequently
awarded. Quite a few candidates thought that the mRNA was presented by the macrophage
but we ensured that this was only penalised once. Vague responses did not specify that the
population of T cells that were presented the antigen were the T helper cells.
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This response illustrates all our mark points except mark point 2, which
tended to be seen the least frequently.

Read the question carefully and work out where your answer should
begin and finish. In this question your answer needs to start with the
introduction of mRNA and end with the actual presentation to the T
helper cells. The number of marks allocated to the question will then
give you an idea of how many steps you need to include.
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Question 8 (b)

Candidates made a really good attempt at this compare and contrast question with very few
blank responses seen. However, the responses highlighted just how much confusion there is
between the two types of immune responses. Some of the more frequently seen
misconceptions were that the HIR had two stages and the CMI only one, T helper cells were
only involved in the HIR and not the CMI, that macrophages presented the antigen in the HIR
and infected host cells in the CMI, the HIR was faster than the CMI and that antibodies killed
the pathogens in the HIR.
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This response illustrates some of the misconceptions but nevertheless
illustrates some good understanding of the two types of immune
response. We awarded mark points 8, 4, 3, 6 and 7.

Compare and contrast means that you must give similarities and
differences to access full marks. The points you are making should be
in pairs for each aspect you are comparing or contrasting. Do not write
two separate descriptions because we cannot piece your answer
together with this command word.
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This response illustrates good exam technique for this type of
question; the different aspects have been paired together and both
similarities and differences are given. We awarded mark points 2, 4, 7
and 6.
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Question 8 (c)

Unfortunately, many candidates wasted time writing about the development of the immune
response and did not start their story with the actual products. Mark point 2 was lost by
some candidates who thought that the antibodies themselves destroyed the cancer cells. It
was also very obvious that many candidates do not know the differences between an
antibody’s role in agglutination, opsonisation and as an antitoxin; many candidates just wrote
down all three roles.

This response was awarded full marks for scoring mark points 1, 3 and
4.
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This response illustrates the lack of clarity that many candidates have
between opsonisation and agglutination.
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Question 9 (a)(ii)

The responses to this question were encouraging. This is a different context for testing the
role of the electron transport chain but many candidates coped well and picked up marks.
Mark point 4 should have been one of the most accessible but many responses were too
vague, just referring to cell death or that the fish cannot swim.

This is a logically thought out response demonstrating the majority of
our mark points.
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Question 9 (b)(i)

Definitions of epigenetic modification were disappointing with very few candidates giving us
both halves of the definition.

This candidate clearly knew the meaning of epigenetic modification.
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Question 9 (c)

This levels-based question was not answered as well as the one in Q07, despite our massive
hint in the previous part to this question that this was all about epigenetic modification. We
read lots of responses that simply described the data being shown in the graph. The
candidates who had realised that they were expected to discuss the data in terms of
epigenetic modification were quite often limited to a Level 2 response as they did not apply
their knowledge to the fish in the H2S environment.
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This is an example of one of the stronger responses that we saw. This
candidate has identified that epigenetic modification is involved so has
given some facts about that first. They then have looked at the
information that we gave them about H2S and cytochrome c oxidase
and put it all together to discuss the data.

Always look at the information that we have given you and then try to
incorporate it into your answer; information is there for you to use.

58GCE Biology B 9BI0 01



59 GCE Biology B 9BI0 01



60GCE Biology B 9BI0 01



61 GCE Biology B 9BI0 01



This candidate has taken a slightly different approach by looking at
each graph and discussing the data in terms of epigenetic
modification. Another example of a good Level 3 response.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates should:

Read the whole question carefully, including the introduction, to help relate your answer
to the context asked. Quite often, early parts of the question will be designed to give clues
to latter components which might appear more obscure due to an unfamiliar context.
Use all of the information provided in the question to help you with your answer, eg
graphs and tables of data including the labelling; this is particularly important in the levels-
based questions.
Make sure when asked to explain your answer that you have effectively included terms
such as because, so, therefore, as a result, in your response. Make sure that you do not
simply describe the data or repeat the information in the question that we have given you.
Set out calculations carefully showing each stage of your working in case a mistake is
made at the final step. Also check that the magnitude of the answer and the units makes
sense in the context of the question and consider how you should express your answer if
we have not given you instructions on how to do so.
Be specific in your vocabulary avoiding vague terms such as amount and use something
measurable such as volume or mass. Avoid using the term reproducible and refer to
significance or valid, whichever is more appropriate.
Ensure diagrams accurately represent exactly what is being drawn and that the label lines
are touching the structures that they are pointing to.
Attempt all questions and avoid leaving blanks, as blank answers are guaranteed zero
marks.
Look at appendix 6 and 7 of the specification to familiarise yourself with the command
words and the examples of the mathematical calculations you are expected to be able to
perform.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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