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General Marking Guidance 
  
  

• All candidates must receive the same 
treatment.  Examiners must mark the first candidate in 
exactly the same way as they mark the last. 

• Mark schemes should be applied positively. Candidates 
must be rewarded for what they have shown they can do 
rather than penalised for omissions. 

• Examiners should mark according to the mark scheme 
not according to their perception of where the grade 
boundaries may lie. 

• There is no ceiling on achievement. All marks on the mark 
scheme should be used appropriately. 

• All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be 
awarded. Examiners should always award full marks if 
deserved, i.e. if the answer matches the mark 
scheme.  Examiners should also be prepared to award 
zero marks if the candidate’s response is not worthy of 
credit according to the mark scheme. 

• Where some judgement is required, mark schemes will 
provide the principles by which marks will be awarded 
and exemplification may be limited. 

• When examiners are in doubt regarding the application 
of the mark scheme to a candidate’s response, the team 
leader must be consulted. 

• Crossed out work should be marked UNLESS the 
candidate has replaced it with an alternative response. 
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Question 
number  

Answer  Mark 

1(a) Award one mark for each point identified up to a maximum 
of three: 

• The soul is immortal (1). 
• Immortality is achieved through resurrection (1). 
• Immortality is impossible (1). 
• There is no evidence to support the existence of an 

immortal soul (1). 
• It is achieved through reincarnation (1). 

 
Accept any other valid response. 3 

 
Question 
number  

Answer  Reject  Mark 

1(b) Award one mark for providing a belief.  
Award a second mark for 
development of the belief. Up to a 
maximum of four marks. 
Buddhism: 
• Some Buddhists reject the notion 

of an ultimate reality (1). Anything 
living is empty of inherent 
existence (1). 

• Some Buddhists regard Nirvana as 
ultimate reality (1). It is the 
liberation from dukkha, suffering 
and samsara (1). 

• Some see the Buddha-nature as 
ultimate reality (1). This recognises 
the inconceivable aspect of a being 
out of which Buddhas arise (1). 

Accept any other valid response. 

• Repeated 
belief/ 
development. 

• Development 
that does not 
relate both to 
the belief 
given and to 
the question. 

4 
 Christianity: 

• Christians believe God is the 
ultimate reality (1). God is 
responsible for everything (1). 

• They believe that God is all-
knowing (1). He knows everything 
that has happened, is happening 
and will happen (1). 

• Repeated 
belief/ 
development. 

• Development 
that does not 
relate both to 
the belief 
given and to 
the question. 
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• They believe God is all-loving (1) 
and his mercy extends to all things 
(1). 

 
Accept any other valid response. 

 Hinduism: 
• Hindus believe Brahman is the 

ultimate reality in the universe (1). 
It is the final cause of all that exists 
(1). 

• They believe that Brahman is 
infinite (1) and extends to every 
aspect of the universe (1). 

• They believe that Brahman is an 
eternal truth (1) and is incapable of 
change (1). 

 
Accept any other valid response. 

• Repeated 
belief/ 
development. 

• Development 
that does not 
relate both to 
the belief 
given and to 
the question. 

4 
 Islam: 

• Muslims believe Allah is the 
ultimate reality (1). Allah is 
responsible for everything (1). 

• They believe that Allah is all-
knowing (1). He knows everything 
that has happened, is happening 
and will happen (1). 

• They believe Allah is a merciful 
God (1) and his mercy extends to 
all things (1). 
 

Accept any other valid response. 

• Repeated 
belief/ 
development. 

• Development 
that does not 
relate both to 
the belief 
given and to 
the question. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
4 

 Judaism: 
• Jewish people believe the Almighty 

is the ultimate reality (1). The 
Almighty is responsible for 
everything (1). 

• They believe that the Almighty is 
all-knowing (1). He knows 
everything that has happened, is 
happening and will happen (1). 

• They believe the Almighty is a 
merciful God (1) and his mercy 
extends to all things (1). 

 
Accept any other valid response. 

• Repeated 
belief/ 
development. 

• Development 
that does not 
relate both to 
the belief 
given and to 
the question. 

4 
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 Sikhism: 
• Guru Nanak preached Waheguru 

as the ultimate reality (1). It is 
manifested in Truth, Existence and 
Being (1). 

• They believe the ultimate reality is 
transcendent (1). It is beyond the 
limits of experience or knowledge 
(1). 

• The ultimate reality existed before 
the beginning of creation (1) and 
will exist when the universe is 
annihilated (1). 

 
Accept any other valid response. 

• Repeated 
belief/ 
development. 

• Development 
that does not 
relate both to 
the belief 
given and to 
the question. 
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Question 
Number 

Indicative content 

1(c) 
 

Students will develop responses using ideas/reasoning/arguments 
such as: 
• Some religious people believe they should care for the planet 

because they have a God-given responsibility to care for God’s 
creation. Christians were given responsibility as stewards in 
Genesis. 

• Some religious people believe there is a divine spark in every 
living thing so they should respect and cherish all living things. 
Harm to any one of them harms the divine. 

• Some non-religious people see this world as the only world they 
have, so they should work to maintain and improve the world for 
future generations. They may campaign to minimise global 
warming in order to minimise the harmful effects on the world. 

• Muslims believe they will be judged by God on how they cared 
for the planet. This places an additional responsibility on them to 
look after the world carefully for future generations. 

 
Accept any other valid response. 
 

Level Mark Descriptor 
 0 No rewardable material. 
Level 1 1-3 • Limited use of religious terms (A01) 

• Description of relevant religion, beliefs and values is 
mostly satisfactory (A02) 

• Gives a partial explanation of the significance and 
influence of beliefs and values (A02) 
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Level 2 4-6 • Use of religious terms is appropriate and shows 
understanding (A01) 

• Explanation of relevant religion, beliefs and values is 
comprehensive (A02) 

• Explanation of significance and influence of beliefs and 
values is comprehensive (A02) 

 
Question 
number  

Indicative content Mark 

1(d) Students must underpin their analysis and evaluation with 
knowledge and understanding. Candidates will be required 
to demonstrate thorough knowledge and understanding as 
well as accuracy of religion and belief when responding to 
the question and in meeting A02 descriptors. 
Students will develop responses using 
ideas/reasoning/arguments such as: 
• Some religious people believe life is no more than a test 

to establish the quality of a soul. Everyone suffers and it 
is the response to suffering that determines the 
worthiness of the soul. 

• John Hick described the world as a ‘vale of soul-making’. 
He argued that suffering allows personal development. 
For Hick suffering is an opportunity to be a better 
person. 

• Humans are born imperfect and some may argue God is 
therefore partly responsible for evil. This gives a clear 
purpose for the existence of evil as a means for God to 
test humanity. 

• Many Jewish people believe suffering, whether individual 
or collective is a punishment from the Almighty. The 
scriptures are full of examples of God rooting out wrong 
doers and punishing those who challenge his authority. 

• Some non-religious people believe suffering is an 
inevitable part of life. Everyone will experience grief and 
loss and this provides an opportunity for those who 
suffer to be comforted by others. 

• Some would point to the existence of suffering as a 
consequence of imperfect genes. The genetic code 
carries within it the seeds of disease and ultimately 
death. It is not a personalised test, merely the result of 
random genetic selection. 
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Accept any other valid response. 
 
Level  Mark  Descriptor  
 0 No rewardable response.  
Level 1 1–3 • Demonstrates isolated elements of understanding of 

religion and belief. 
• Identifies information/issues and makes superficial 

connections among a limited range of elements in the 
question. 

• Judgements are supported by generic arguments to 
produce a conclusion that is not fully justified. 

Level 2 4–6 • Demonstrates limited understanding of religion and 
belief. 

• Deconstructs religious information and makes superficial 
connections between many, but not all, of the elements in 
the question. 

• Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question 
are made. Judgements are supported by an attempt to 
appraise evidence, much of which may be superficial, 
leading to a conclusion that is not fully justified. 

Level 3 7–9 • Demonstrates accurate understanding of religion and 
belief. 

• Deconstructs religious information/issues, leading to 
coherent and logical chains of reasoning that consider 
different viewpoints. And makes connections between 
many, but not all, of the elements in the question.  

• Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of many, 
but not all, of the elements in the question. Judgements 
are supported by the appraisal of evidence, some of which 
may be superficial, leading to a partially justified 
conclusion. 

Level 4 10–12 • Demonstrates sustained accurate and thorough 
understanding of religion and belief. 

• Critically deconstructs religious information/issues, 
leading to coherent and logical chains of reasoning that 
consider different viewpoints and make connections 
between the full range of elements in the question.  

• Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full 
range of elements in the question. Judgements are fully 
supported by the comprehensive appraisal of evidence, 
leading to a fully justified conclusion. 
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Question 
number  

Answer  Mark 

2(a) Award one mark for each point identified up to a maximum 
of three: 
• Humans can control their environment by clearing land 

(1). 
• Dam Streams (1). 
• Fell trees (1). 
• Plant crops (1). 
• Turn off the central heating (1). 

Accept any other valid response. 3 
 
Question 
number  

Answer  Reject  Mark 

2(b) Award one mark for providing a belief.  
Award a second mark for 
development of the belief. Up to a 
maximum of four marks. 
Buddhism: 
• Many Buddhists believe 

Buddhism has no concept of sin 
(1), since sin is an act against the 
will of an individual deity (1). 

• The whole universe is subject to 
the law of karma (1), every action 
has an inevitable effect (1). 

• Some Buddhists consider sin to 
be those actions which transgress 
the universal moral code (1). Sin is 
therefore a human construct (1). 
 

Accept any other valid response. 

• Repeated 
belief/ 
development. 

• Development 
that does not 
relate both to 
the belief 
given and to 
the question.  

4 
 Christianity: 

• Most Christians believe sin is an 
act of disobedience against God’s 
will (1). Sin separates humans 
from God (1).  

• God gave humans free will (1) so 
an individual may decide to act in 
a sinful way (1).  

• Through belief in Jesus Christ 
Christians believe they can escape 
eternal punishment for their sin 

• Repeated 
belief/ 
development. 

• Development 
that does not 
relate both to 
the belief 
given and to 
the question. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4 
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(1). They can confess their sins 
and seek God’s forgiveness (1).    

 
Accept any other valid response. 

 Hinduism: 
• Hindu scriptures contain many 

references to sin and sinful 
behaviour (1). Most Hindus 
believe sin is a result of neglecting 
one’s dharma (1).  

• Sin can come from both 
intentional and unintentional 
actions (1). The main causes of sin 
are believed to be egotism, 
attachment and delusion (1).  

• There is no concept of original sin 
in Hinduism (1), rather, sin is the 
opposite of virtue (1).  
 

Accept any other valid response.                                                  

• Repeated 
belief/ 
development. 

• Development 
that does not 
relate both to 
the belief 
given and to 
the question. 

4 
 Islam: 

• Muslims believe that life is a test 
(1); Allah weighs an individual’s 
good deeds against their sins on 
Judgement Day (1). 

• A sin is any act which goes against 
the will of Allah (1). Allah has sent 
guidance to all Muslims through 
the Qur’an and the prophets (1).  

• The Prophet Muhammad once 
said ‘Righteousness is good 
character, and sin is that which 
you do not want people to know 
about’ (1). This illustrates the 
shameful nature of sin (1). 
 

Accept any other valid response. 

• Repeated 
belief/ 
development. 

• Development 
that does not 
relate both to 
the belief 
given and to 
the question. 

 
 
 
4 

 Judaism: 
• Judaism considers breaking any of 

the 613 mitzvot in the Torah as a 
sin (1). Jewish people consider 
that sinning is an inevitable part 
of life (1).  

• Within Judaism sin has many 
classifications and degrees (1), but 

• Repeated 
belief/ 
development. 

• Development 
that does not 
relate both to 
the belief 
given and to 
the question. 4 
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no sin committed with willful 
intent will go unpunished (1).  

• Wrongdoing committed in 
ignorance is not considered sinful 
(1). A person cannot sin if they did 
not know the action was wrong 
(1). 

 
Accept any other valid response. 

 Sikhism: 
• In Sikhism sin is used to describe 

an action that violates a religious 
or moral code (1). It is an action 
that has been forbidden or is 
considered wrong (1). 

• Forgetfulness of God is 
considered the greatest sin in 
Sikhism (1). Causes of sin can 
include the four rivers of vice: 
violence, attachment, greed and 
anger (1). 

• The Guru Granth Sahib declares 
that all sins are destroyed by 
devotion to Waheguru (1) and 
through his favour (1).  

 
Accept any other valid response. 

• Repeated 
belief/ 
development. 

• Development 
that does not 
relate both to 
the belief 
given and to 
the question. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4 

 
Question 
Number 

Indicative content 

2(c) 
 

Students will develop responses using ideas/reasoning/arguments 
such as: 
• Christians believe God made humans to be like himself. ‘So God 

created mankind in his own image…’ (Genesis 1:27). He gave 
humanity free will to make their own choices. 

• Muslims believe life is a test by Allah to determine if a person is 
fit for paradise. If humans did not have free will life could not be 
a test. Muslims must take responsibility for every action they 
commit. 

• Buddhists believe in rebirth. The quality of a life after 
reincarnation depends on the actions in this life (karma). Every 
decision must be taken responsibly as it determines the next 
life. 

• When religious people are faced with complex moral decisions 
they may pray for guidance or seek help. Ultimately the decision 
remains theirs and impacts the life to come. 
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Accept any other valid response. 

Level Mark Descriptor 
 0 No rewardable material. 
Level 1 1-3 • Limited use of religious terms (A01) 

• Description of relevant religion, beliefs and values is 
mostly satisfactory (A02) 

• Gives a partial explanation of the significance and 
influence of beliefs and values (A02) 

Level 2 4-6 • Use of religious terms is appropriate and shows 
understanding (AO1) 

• Explanation of relevant religion, beliefs and values is 
comprehensive (A02) 

• Explanation of significance and influence of beliefs and 
values is comprehensive (A02) 

 
Question 
number  

Indicative content Mark 

2(d) Students must underpin their analysis and evaluation with 
knowledge and understanding. Candidates will be required 
to demonstrate thorough knowledge and understanding 
as well as accuracy of religion and belief when responding 
to the question and in meeting A02 descriptors. 
Students will develop responses using 
ideas/reasoning/arguments such as: 
• It can be argued that the world would be a better place 

without humans. Humans are responsible for many of 
the worst things about the world today. Humans have, 
since they first began farming, cut down trees, lowering 
the quality of the environment. 

• The number of humans currently alive is outstripping 
the capacity of the world to supply sufficient food and 
resources for all. Pollutants produced by humans are 
destroying water ways and releasing toxins into the air. 

• Humanity has the capacity to wage war on a planet 
wide scale. Many countries spend a great deal on 
inventing and producing more deadly weapons of war. 
Currently these include nuclear weapons which are 
capable of killing every living thing. 

• Many religious people would disagree. They believe 
God created the world specifically for humanity. Jewish 
people believe the Almighty created humans. ‘God 
blessed them and God said to them, "Be fruitful and 
increase in number, fill the earth and subdue it.’ 
(Genesis 1:28). 
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• Muslims believe Allah gave them responsibility as 
Khalifahs to look after the world on his behalf. Since it 
is a duty from Allah it is essential that Muslims are on 
earth to fulfil their responsibility. 

• Buddhism teaches the myth of the ideal world. It 
existed perfectly and was destroyed by arrogance, lust, 
laziness and violence. It is the responsibility of 
Buddhists to overcome these forces and care for the 
world. 

 
Accept any other valid response. 

 
Level  Mark  Descriptor  
 0 No rewardable response.  
Level 1 1–3 • Demonstrates isolated elements of understanding of 

religion and belief. 
• Identifies information/issues and makes superficial 

connections among a limited range of elements in the 
question. 

• Judgements are supported by generic arguments to 
produce a conclusion that is not fully justified. 

Level 2 4–6 • Demonstrates limited understanding of religion and 
belief. 

• Deconstructs religious information and makes superficial 
connections between many, but not all, of the elements in 
the question. 

• Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question 
are made. Judgements are supported by an attempt to 
appraise evidence, much of which may be superficial, 
leading to a conclusion that is not fully justified. 

Level 3 7–9 • Demonstrates accurate understanding of religion and 
belief. 

• Deconstructs religious information/issues, leading to 
coherent and logical chains of reasoning that consider 
different viewpoints. And makes connections between 
many, but not all, of the elements in the question.  

• Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of many, 
but not all, of the elements in the question. Judgements 
are supported by the appraisal of evidence, some of 
which may be superficial, leading to a partially justified 
conclusion. 

Level 4 10–
12 

• Demonstrates sustained accurate and thorough 
understanding of religion and belief. 

• Critically deconstructs religious information/issues, 
leading to coherent and logical chains of reasoning that 
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consider different viewpoints and make connections 
between the full range of elements in the question.  

• Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full 
range of elements in the question. Judgements are fully 
supported by the comprehensive appraisal of evidence, 
leading to a fully justified conclusion. 

 
Question 
number  

Answer  Mark 

3(a) Award one mark for each point identified up to a 
maximum of three: 
• Religious people may pray for help for a struggling 

family (1). 
• Offer advice (1). 
• Help with childcare (1). 
• Run support groups for parents (1). 
• Support a food bank (1). 

Accept any other valid response. 3 
 
Question 
number  

Answer  Reject  Mark 

3(b) Award one mark for providing an 
attitude.  Award a second mark for 
development of the attitude. Up to a 
maximum of four marks. 
• Many non-religious people believe 

they should be able to adopt 
children (1). They can provide 
loving homes to adopted children 
(1). 

• Some non-religious people believe 
that there is no point in adopting a 
genetically unconnected child (1), 
because they believe the purpose 
of reproduction is to pass on their 
genes (1). 

• Some non-religious people have 
fought for the right to adopt 
children (1), because many 
adoptions are still organised by 
religious organisations (1). 

• Repeated 
attitude/ 
development. 

• Development 
that does not 
relate both to 
the attitude 
given and to 
the question. 
 

4 
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Accept any other valid response. 
 
Question 
Number 

Indicative content 

3(c) 
 

Students will develop responses using ideas/reasoning/arguments 
such as: 
• Non-religious people generally have no issues with remarriage 

after divorce. As a legal contract has been dissolved people are 
free to marry again.  

• Jewish people accept remarriage after divorce. Moses permitted 
a man to write a certificate of divorce and send his wife away. 
People are imperfect, divorce is sometimes preferable, and 
divorced people deserve a second chance of happiness.  

• Many Catholic Christians are opposed to remarriage after 
divorce. Jesus said ‘Anyone who divorces his wife and marries 
another woman commits adultery against her.’ (Mark 10:11). 
Adultery breaks one of the Ten Commandments. 

• In Hinduism the ability of a widow to remarry is largely 
determined by cultural practice rather than religion. Some 
hymns in the Rig Veda imply a woman is allowed to remarry. 
Some other scriptures appear to ban even remarriage to a dead 
husband’s brother. 

 
Accept any other valid response. 
 
Answers which only refer to one attitude cannot be awarded marks 
beyond level 1. 

Level Mark Descriptor 
 0 No rewardable material. 
Level 1 1-3 • Limited use of religious terms (A01) 

• Description of relevant religion, beliefs and values is 
mostly satisfactory (A02) 

• Gives a partial explanation of the significance and 
influence of beliefs and values (A02) 

Level 2 4-6 • Use of religious terms is appropriate and shows 
understanding (A01) 

• Explanation of relevant religion, beliefs and values is 
comprehensive (A02) 

• Explanation of significance and influence of beliefs and 
values is comprehensive (A02) 
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Question 
number  

Indicative content Mark 

3(d) Students must underpin their analysis and evaluation with 
knowledge and understanding. Candidates will be required 
to demonstrate thorough knowledge and understanding as 
well as accuracy of religion and belief when responding to 
the question and in meeting A02 descriptors. 
Students will develop responses using 
ideas/reasoning/arguments such as: 

 
• It may be argued that death is a moral good if it is in a 

patient’s best interests. Those who advocate the 
legalisation of euthanasia suggest that it is an 
individual’s right to choose death rather than a life of 
pain and suffering. 

• There is a desire among a few patients at the end of 
battles with incurable diseases to end their life at a time 
of their choice with the support of relatives. To deny 
them that right prolongs suffering for families and 
individuals. 

• To allow a terminally ill individual to end their life is a 
humane and compassionate choice. Some religious 
people would consider permitting euthanasia in such 
cases to prevent further suffering. 

• Most religious people are opposed to the legalisation of 
euthanasia. Muslims see this life as a test from Allah to 
determine the quality of a soul. It is wrong to end the 
test of life before Allah wills. 

• Christians believe that life is God-given. God is the giver 
and taker of life and only he has the right to end a life. 
For a person to participate in euthanasia is to play God. 

• Most Jewish people believe it is not permissible to 
hasten death to avoid pain. Requesting euthanasia or 
assisting in euthanasia are both forbidden. ‘Do not put a 
stumbling block before the blind.’ (Leviticus 19:14) 
suggests it is wrong to tempt anyone to sin.  

Accept any other valid response. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12 
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Level  Mark  Descriptor  
 0 No rewardable response.  
Level 1 1–3 • Demonstrates isolated elements of understanding of 

religion and belief. 
• Identifies information/issues and makes superficial 

connections among a limited range of elements in the 
question. 

• Judgements are supported by generic arguments to 
produce a conclusion that is not fully justified. 

Level 2 4–6 • Demonstrates limited understanding of religion and 
belief. 

• Deconstructs religious information and makes superficial 
connections between many, but not all, of the elements in 
the question. 

• Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question 
are made. Judgements are supported by an attempt to 
appraise evidence, much of which may be superficial, 
leading to a conclusion that is not fully justified. 

Level 3 7–9 • Demonstrates accurate understanding of religion and 
belief. 

• Deconstructs religious information/issues, leading to 
coherent and logical chains of reasoning that consider 
different viewpoints. And makes connections between 
many, but not all, of the elements in the question.  

• Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of many, 
but not all, of the elements in the question. Judgements 
are supported by the appraisal of evidence, some of which 
may be superficial, leading to a partially justified 
conclusion. 

Level 4 10–12 • Demonstrates sustained accurate and thorough 
understanding of religion and belief. 

• Critically deconstructs religious information/issues, 
leading to coherent and logical chains of reasoning that 
consider different viewpoints and make connections 
between the full range of elements in the question.  

• Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full 
range of elements in the question. Judgements are fully 
supported by the comprehensive appraisal of evidence, 
leading to a fully justified conclusion. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

for topic tests, revision resources: tyrionpapers.com



 

Question 
number  

Answer  Mark 

4(a) Award one mark for each point identified up to a maximum 
of three: 
• A person may make the world a better place by giving 

charity (1). 
• Reducing their carbon footprint (1). 
• Campaigning (1). 
• Volunteering (1). 
• Picking up litter (1). 

Accept any other valid response. 3 
 
Question 
number  

Answer  Reject  Mark 

4(b) Award one mark for providing an 
attitude.  Award a second mark for 
development of the attitude. Up to a 
maximum of four marks. 
• Religious people may believe 

same-sex relationships are 
banned by God (1). They are 
strongly discouraged in some 
religious communities (1). 

• Some liberal Christians accept 
that same-sex relationships are a 
consequence of biology (1). There 
is scientific evidence that same-
sex preference is determined 
genetically (1). 

• Many Christians are accepting and 
welcoming of people in same-sex 
relationships in the Church (1). A 
minister can choose to confer 
blessings on a couple (1). 

Accept any other valid response. 

• Repeated 
attitude/ 
development. 

• Development 
that does not 
relate both to 
the attitude 
given and to 
the question. 

4 
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Question 
Number 

Indicative content 

4(c) 
 

Students will develop responses using ideas/reasoning/arguments 
such as: 
• Buddhists do not see marriage as a religious duty. As a result 

cohabitation and a healthy sexual relationship is acceptable. A 
person engaged in sex outside marriage in a loving committed 
relationship has not engaged in sexual misconduct. 

• The Qur’an bans sex outside marriage, both adultery and pre-
marital sex are condemned. Muslims believe sex should only 
happen within a marriage as it is the only place suitable to have 
and raise Muslim children. 

• Judaism is firmly opposed to adultery because it was forbidden by 
the Almighty in the Ten Commandments. Many Orthodox Jews 
believe sex should only take place following a Jewish marriage, 
they consider this necessary for the survival of Judaism. 

• Some Christians accept sex outside marriage within the confines 
of a committed and enduring relationship. They see it as a step 
on the road to marriage and believe that these couples should be 
welcomed in the Church and encouraged to marry. 
 

 
Accept any other valid response. 
 
Answers which only refer to one response cannot be awarded marks 
beyond level 1. 

Level Mark Descriptor 
 0 No rewardable material. 
Level 1 1-3 • Limited use of religious terms (A01) 

• Description of relevant religion, beliefs and values is 
mostly satisfactory (A02) 

• Gives a partial explanation of the significance and 
influence of beliefs and values (A02) 

Level 2 4-6 • Use of religious terms is appropriate and shows 
understanding (A01) 

• Explanation of relevant religion, beliefs and values is 
comprehensive (A02) 

• Explanation of significance and influence of beliefs and 
values is comprehensive (A02) 
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Question 
number  

Indicative content Mark 

4(d) Students must underpin their analysis and evaluation with 
knowledge and understanding. Candidates will be required 
to demonstrate thorough knowledge and understanding as 
well as accuracy of religion and belief when responding to 
the question and in meeting A02 descriptors. 
Students will develop responses using 
ideas/reasoning/arguments such as: 
• Most Muslims would agree that a God centred life is a 

necessity as they see life as a test, given by Allah, to 
determine the quality of a soul. Based on the test of life 
Allah rewards those who believe in him and punishes 
those who do wrong. 

• Some Christians agree since the New Testament says ‘So 
too faith by itself, if it does not result in action, is dead.’ 
(James 2:17). For these Christians good works are an 
inevitable consequence of faith and both are required to 
achieve heavenly reward. 

• Sikhs believe they have the opportunity during a human 
life to grow closer to mukti. This is achieved by building 
good karma. The first way to build karma is by accepting 
Waheguru’s grace. The second way is to perform good 
deeds. 

• Some Christians believe only the redemptive power of 
Christ is required for salvation. Ephesians 2:8-9 teaches 
‘For it is by grace you have been saved… not by works, so 
no one can boast.’ Only faith is required, the quality of a 
life means nothing. 

• Some Muslims believe all Muslims will go to paradise. 
The Prophet said ‘Whoever dies not associating anything 
with Allah will enter paradise.’ (Sahih Muslim 135). 

• Most non-religious people do not believe in the 
existence of an afterlife. There is no judgement after 
death so the quality of a life has no significance when 
that life is over. 
 

Accept any other valid response. 
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Level  Mark  Descriptor  
 0 No rewardable response.  
Level 1 1–3 • Demonstrates isolated elements of understanding of 

religion and belief. 
• Identifies information/issues and makes superficial 

connections among a limited range of elements in the 
question. 

• Judgements are supported by generic arguments to 
produce a conclusion that is not fully justified. 

Level 2 4–6 • Demonstrates limited understanding of religion and 
belief. 

• Deconstructs religious information and makes superficial 
connections between many, but not all, of the elements in 
the question. 

• Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question 
are made. Judgements are supported by an attempt to 
appraise evidence, much of which may be superficial, 
leading to a conclusion that is not fully justified. 

Level 3 7–9 • Demonstrates accurate understanding of religion and 
belief. 

• Deconstructs religious information/issues, leading to 
coherent and logical chains of reasoning that consider 
different viewpoints. And makes connections between 
many, but not all, of the elements in the question.  

• Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of many, 
but not all, of the elements in the question. Judgements 
are supported by the appraisal of evidence, some of which 
may be superficial, leading to a partially justified 
conclusion. 

Level 4 10–12 • Demonstrates sustained accurate and thorough 
understanding of religion and belief. 

• Critically deconstructs religious information/issues, 
leading to coherent and logical chains of reasoning that 
consider different viewpoints and make connections 
between the full range of elements in the question.  

• Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full 
range of elements in the question. Judgements are fully 
supported by the comprehensive appraisal of evidence, 
leading to a fully justified conclusion. 
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Question 
number  

Answer  Mark 

5(a) Award one mark for each point identified up to a 
maximum of three: 
• It is always wrong to break the law (1). 
• Some laws are unjust (1). 
• Crime is the consequence of inequality (1). 
• Crime is inevitable (1). 
• Not all crimes are equal (1). 
 
Accept any other valid response. 

3 
 
Question 
number  

Answer  Reject  Mark 

5(b) Award one mark for providing a 
reason.  Award a second mark for 
development of the reason. Up to a 
maximum of four marks. 
Buddhism: 
• Most Buddhists are opposed to 

capital punishment because the 
first precept is to refrain from 
taking life (1). Buddhists should 
not harm any living thing (1). 

• Buddhists practise ahimsa (1). It is 
wrong to show violence at any 
time (1). 

• Killing a criminal produces bad 
karma (1). This would prevent a 
Buddhist reaching enlightenment 
(1).  

Accept any other valid response. 

• Repeated 
reason/ 
development. 

• Development 
that does not 
relate both to 
the reason 
given and to 
the question. 

4 
 Christianity: 

• Many Christians are opposed to 
the death penalty because the Ten 
Commandments prohibit murder 
(1). Capital punishment is a form 
of murder (1). 

• No one deserves to be sentenced 
to death (1). The Bible teaches ‘As 
you do unto the least of my 

• Repeated 
reason/ 
development. 

• Development 
that does not 
relate both to 
the reason 
given and to 
the question. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4 
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brothers, you do unto me.’ 
(Matthew 25:40) (1). 

• Some believe the offender should 
be helped rather than condemned 
(1). The Methodist Church released 
a statement condemning capital 
punishment (1). 

 
Accept any other valid response. 

 Hinduism: 
 

• Hindus practise ahimsa (1). They 
are therefore opposed to ending a 
life (1). 

• Gandhi taught the futility of 
revenge (1). He said ‘An eye for an 
eye makes the whole world blind.’ 
(1). 

• Hindus believe in karma (1). A 
murderer will pay for his sins in 
the next life (1). 

 
Accept any other valid response. 

• Repeated 
reason/ 
development. 

• Development 
that does not 
relate both to 
the reason 
given and to 
the question. 

4 
 Islam: 

• A minority of Muslims are opposed 
to capital punishment because the 
Qur’an emphasises the importance 
of forgiveness (1). ‘He who forgives 
and makes amends, his reward lies 
with Allah.’ (Surah 42:40) (1). 

• Shari’ah law allows for the 
payment of ‘blood money’ in 
recompense for a murder (1). This 
is a means by which those who can 
afford it can avoid the death 
penalty (1).  

• Muslims believe that even the 
most rigorous court system may 
make mistakes (1). Executing a 
prisoner in error is a mistake that 
cannot be undone (1). 

 
Accept any other valid response. 

• Repeated 
reason/ 
development. 

• Development 
that does not 
relate both to 
the reason 
given and to 
the question. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
4 

 Judaism: 
• The Mishnah states that a religious 

court that executed once in 

• Repeated 
reason/ 
development. 
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seventy years was a destructive 
court (1). There are many 
protections in Jewish law to avoid 
the death penalty (1). 

• There is no convincing evidence 
that the death penalty is an 
effective deterrent (1). Most 
murderers are aware of the 
consequences of their actions but 
commit murder anyway (1). 

• Jewish people believe that even 
the most rigorous court system 
may make mistakes (1). Executing 
a prisoner in error is a mistake 
that cannot be undone (1). 
 

Accept any other valid response. 

• Development 
that does not 
relate both to 
the reason 
given and to 
the question. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
4 

 Sikhism:  
• Sikhs believe all human beings 

have divine dignity (1). Only 
Waheguru can take life (1). 

• Killing in cold blood is banned by 
Sikhism (1). The convicted 
murderer is not involved in a fair 
fight (1). 

• The Ten Gurus did not advocate 
capital punishment (1) and there 
are no instructions about it in the 
Guru Granth Sahib (1). 

 
Accept any other valid response. 

• Repeated 
reason/ 
development. 

• Development 
that does not 
relate both to 
the reason    
given and to 
the question. 

4 
 
Question 
Number 

Indicative content 

5(c) 
 

Students will develop responses using ideas/reasoning/arguments 
such as: 
• Political differences may lead to conflict. Two countries with 

opposing world views may find it impossible to negotiate or find 
a compromise. 

• Scarcity of resources may lead to conflict. If one country has 
access to many, whilst their neighbour has few, some may feel 
they have no choice other than to fight for survival. 

• There may be historic arguments over land or borders. 
Participants may be unwilling to negotiate over land they believe 
is theirs by right. 
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• Religious differences may also lead to conflict. If one group are a 
religious minority and believe they are oppressed, they may take 
up arms to defend their right to worship freely. 

 
Accept any other valid response. 
 

Level Mark Descriptor 
 0 No rewardable material. 
Level 1 1-3 • Limited use of religious terms (A01) 

• Description of relevant religion, beliefs and values is 
mostly satisfactory (A02) 

• Gives a partial explanation of the significance and 
influence of beliefs and values (A02) 

Level 2 4-6 • Use of religious terms is appropriate and shows 
understanding (A01) 

• Explanation of relevant religion, beliefs and values is 
comprehensive (A02) 

• Explanation of significance and influence of beliefs and 
values is comprehensive (A02) 

 
Question 
number  

Indicative content Mark 

5(d) Students must underpin their analysis and evaluation with 
knowledge and understanding. Candidates will be required 
to demonstrate thorough knowledge and understanding as 
well as accuracy of religion and belief when responding to 
the question and in meeting A02 descriptors. 
Students will develop responses using 
ideas/reasoning/arguments such as: 
• Bullying should be a crime because of the harm it causes 

its victims. Since the law is designed to protect the weak 
and vulnerable in society then it should be used to 
protect the victims of bullying. 

• Bullying can have very serious consequences. Significant 
numbers of people commit suicide in response to 
bullying. This has been made worse by social media. 

• Humans will always want to feel more powerful than 
others. Proverbs 29:15 says ‘A rod and a reprimand 
impart wisdom.’ Suggesting that wrongdoing must be 
punished to prevent it reoccurring. 

• Most Buddhists would agree because bullying would go 
against the first precept as it can cause both physical 
and emotional harm. 
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• Some Christians would disagree. They may argue that 
bullies should be educated and helped to learn more 
positive behaviours. The Bible teaches Christians to 
‘Love thy neighbour.’ (Matthew 22:39). It is more loving 
to teach than to punish. 

• Muslims may suggest that it is possible to reduce 
bullying without criminalising it. If everyone saw society 
as a family then they would seek to encourage those 
around them rather than bullying them. 

Accept any other valid response. 
 
Level  Mark  Descriptor  
 0 No rewardable response.  
Level 1 1–3 • Demonstrates isolated elements of understanding of 

religion and belief. 
• Identifies information/issues and makes superficial 

connections among a limited range of elements in the 
question. 

• Judgements are supported by generic arguments to 
produce a conclusion that is not fully justified. 

Level 2 4–6 • Demonstrates limited understanding of religion and 
belief. 

• Deconstructs religious information and makes superficial 
connections between many, but not all, of the elements in 
the question. 

• Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question 
are made. Judgements are supported by an attempt to 
appraise evidence, much of which may be superficial, 
leading to a conclusion that is not fully justified. 

Level 3 7–9 • Demonstrates accurate understanding of religion and 
belief. 

• Deconstructs religious information/issues, leading to 
coherent and logical chains of reasoning that consider 
different viewpoints. And makes connections between 
many, but not all, of the elements in the question.  

• Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of many, 
but not all, of the elements in the question. Judgements 
are supported by the appraisal of evidence, some of which 
may be superficial, leading to a partially justified 
conclusion. 

Level 4 10–12 • Demonstrates sustained accurate and thorough 
understanding of religion and belief. 

• Critically deconstructs religious information/issues, 
leading to coherent and logical chains of reasoning that 
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consider different viewpoints and make connections 
between the full range of elements in the question.  

• Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full 
range of elements in the question. Judgements are fully 
supported by the comprehensive appraisal of evidence, 
leading to a fully justified conclusion. 

 
Question 
number  

Answer  Mark 

6(a) Award one mark for each point identified up to a 
maximum of three: 
• Society may permit capital punishment because it is 

permitted in many holy books (1). 
• Capital punishment gets rid of the most dangerous 

people in society (1). 
• It acts as a deterrent (1). 
• It makes clear the punishment for the most serious 

crimes (1). 
• It provides justice for a victim’s family (1). 
 
Accept any other valid response. 

3 
 
Question 
number  

Answer  Reject  Mark 

6(b) Award one mark for providing a 
teaching.  Award a second mark for 
development of the teaching. Up to a 
maximum of four marks. 
Buddhism: 
• Buddhism teaches that everyone is 

unique (1). All can contribute 
positively to society so all should 
be included (1). 

• All humans have common genetic 
heritage (1), and all experience the 
suffering of birth, ageing, sickness 
and death (1). 

• Some Buddhists believe everyone 
has the innate potential to achieve 
enlightenment in this lifetime (1), 
so every human should be valued 
and included (1). 

 
Accept any other valid response. 

• Repeated 
teaching/ 
development. 

• Development 
that does not 
relate both to 
the teaching 
given and to 
the question. 

4 
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 Christianity: 
• Christians believe God created 

every individual uniquely (1) and 
every individual is loved by God 
(1). 

• Jesus died for the sins of the whole 
world (1) so Christians should 
extend that love to everyone (1).  

• The New Testament says ‘…before 
me was a great multitude that no 
one could count, from every 
nation, tribe people and language.’ 
(Revelation 7:9) (1). Everyone is 
included in the worship of the Lord 
(1). 
 

Accept any other valid response. 

• Repeated 
teaching/ 
development. 

• Development 
that does not 
relate both to 
the teaching 
given and to 
the question. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4 

 Hinduism: 
 

• Hinduism can be regarded as 
inclusive due to the range of 
beliefs it encompasses (1). It can 
be regarded as a complex 
collection of very diverse groups 
(1). 

• The Veda holds women in high 
esteem (1). In many Hindu 
communities it is accepted that all 
people have equal worth (1). 

• Everyone has the divine spark 
within them (1). This should be 
respected in everyone (1). 
 

Accept any other valid response. 

• Repeated 
teaching/ 
development. 

• Development 
that does not 
relate both to 
the teaching 
given and to 
the question. 

4 
 Islam: 

• Prophet Muhammad said ‘There is 
no superiority for an Arab over a 
non-Arab’ (1). Islam is for all 
people in all times (1). 

• Allah created each individual 
uniquely (1). Every individual is 
valued by Allah (1). 

• Allah judges the value of a person 
on their actions during life (1). He 
judges the balance of deeds rather 
than a person’s gender (1). 

• Repeated 
teaching/ 
development. 

• Development 
that does not 
relate both to 
the teaching 
given and to 
the question. 

 
 
 
 
 
4 
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Accept any other valid response. 

 Judaism: 
• Jewish people are taught to ‘Love 

your neighbour as yourself.’ 
(Leviticus 19:18) (1). This 
encourages Jews to include 
everyone in the community (1). 

• In the Tanakh disabilities are taken 
for granted as part of life (1). For 
example, Jacob goes blind in old 
age (1). 

• The Torah teaches ‘Justice, justice, 
you shall pursue’ (Deuteronomy 
16:20) (1). If individuals are 
excluded society cannot be just (1). 
 

Accept any other valid response. 

• Repeated 
teaching/ 
development. 

• Development 
that does not 
relate both to 
the teaching 
given and to 
the question.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
4 

 Sikhism:  
• Guru Nanak denounced the caste 

system (1). He believed that 
everyone has access to Waheguru 
(1). 

• At the langar everyone has access 
to food (1). Everyone sits at the 
same level and eats the same 
food, uniting the community (1). 

• Guru Nanak said ‘Without women 
there would be no one at all’ (1). 
This demonstrates the 
inclusiveness at the heart of 
Sikhism (1). 

 
Accept any other valid response. 

• Repeated 
teaching/ 
development. 

• Development 
that does not 
relate both to 
the teaching 
given and to 
the question. 

4 
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Question 
Number 

Indicative content 

6(c) 
 

Students will develop responses using ideas/reasoning/arguments 
such as: 
• Religious groups often have an important role to play in 

peacekeeping. They are motivated by the tenets of their faith. 
‘Turn from evil and do good; seek peace and pursue it.’ (Psalm 
34:14). 

• Interfaith dialogue provides a mechanism for resolving violent 
conflict. Religious leaders may stress the importance of apology 
and forgiveness. 

• The role of religion is particularly important when religious 
identity is a factor in the conflict. Religious leaders can unite to 
appeal to their communities to promote peace. 

• Religious leaders hold a respected set of values and have 
credibility as part of a trusted institution. This provides a unique 
opportunity to be heard even by those engaged in violence. 
 

Accept any other valid response. 
Level Mark Descriptor 
 0 No rewardable material. 
Level 1 1-3 • Limited use of religious terms (A01) 

• Description of relevant religion, beliefs and values is 
mostly satisfactory (A02) 

• Gives a partial explanation of the significance and 
influence of beliefs and values (A02) 

Level 2 4-6 • Use of religious terms is appropriate and shows 
understanding (A01) 

• Explanation of relevant religion, beliefs and values is 
comprehensive (A02) 

• Explanation of significance and influence of beliefs and 
values is comprehensive (A02) 

 
Question 
number  

Indicative content Mark 

6(d) Students must underpin their analysis and evaluation with 
knowledge and understanding. Candidates will be required 
to demonstrate thorough knowledge and understanding as 
well as accuracy of religion and belief when responding to 
the question and in meeting A02 descriptors. 
Students will develop responses using 
ideas/reasoning/arguments such as: 
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• Many Muslims would support this idea. In Islamic 
tradition the law of the land is firmly rooted in the rules 
established by the Qur’an. This is still practised in many 
predominantly Muslim countries. 

• Crimes are offenses against other members of society 
that undermine the wellbeing of the victim. By causing 
harm to others and society crimes must be sinful. 

• The law of the land is largely based on the sins outlined 
in holy books, for example, the Ten Commandments. If 
religious sins are the template for the law, then crimes 
are indeed sins. 

• Some actions may technically be sinful but, if performed 
with righteous intention, can be a good thing. For 
example, speeding to save the life of a seriously ill 
person. It may break the law, but it could not be 
regarded as sinful. 

• Some sins are no longer considered crimes. It is possible 
for people to divorce and for same-sex couples to marry. 
Both of these are sins for many religious people. 

• Sins are an offence against God. Some sins do not reach 
the threshold to be considered crimes. For example, a 
person cannot be arrested for disrespecting his parents 
even though this is banned in the Ten Commandments. 

Accept any other valid responses. 
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Level  Mark  Descriptor  
 0 No rewardable response.  
Level 1 1–3 • Demonstrates isolated elements of understanding of 

religion and belief. 
• Identifies information/issues and makes superficial 

connections among a limited range of elements in the 
question. 

• Judgements are supported by generic arguments to 
produce a conclusion that is not fully justified. 

Level 2 4–6 • Demonstrates limited understanding of religion and 
belief. 

• Deconstructs religious information and makes superficial 
connections between many, but not all, of the elements in 
the question. 

• Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question 
are made. Judgements are supported by an attempt to 

for topic tests, revision resources: tyrionpapers.com



 

appraise evidence, much of which may be superficial, 
leading to a conclusion that is not fully justified. 

Level 3 7–9 • Demonstrates accurate understanding of religion and 
belief. 

• Deconstructs religious information/issues, leading to 
coherent and logical chains of reasoning that consider 
different viewpoints. And makes connection between 
many, but not all, of the elements in the question.  

• Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of many, 
but not all, of the elements in the question. Judgements 
are supported by the appraisal of evidence, some of which 
may be superficial, leading to a partially justified 
conclusion. 

Level 4 10–12 • Demonstrates sustained accurate and thorough 
understanding of religion and belief. 

• Critically deconstructs religious information/issues, 
leading to coherent and logical chains of reasoning that 
consider different viewpoints and make connections 
between the full range of elements in the question.  

• Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full 
range of elements in the question. Judgements are fully 
supported by the comprehensive appraisal of evidence, 
leading to a fully justified conclusion. 

 
Question 
number  

Answer  Mark 

7(a) Award one mark for each point identified up to a maximum 
of three: 
• Women should have equal opportunities in the 

workplace (1). 
• Women should have equal access to education (1). 
• Women should be wives and mothers (1). 
• Women should not be politically active (1). 
• Women should have the same rights as men (1). 
 
Accept any other valid response. 

3 
 
Question 
number  

Answer  Reject  Mark 

7(b) Award one mark for providing a 
reason.  Award a second mark for 
development of the reason. Up to a 
maximum of four marks. 

• Repeated 
reason/ 
development. 

• Development 
that does not 4 
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• It should be seen that everyone is 
treated fairly by the justice system 
(1) and the Human Rights Act 
ensures equality before the law (1). 

• Laws should apply to all, even 
family members (1). Prophet 
Muhammad said he would cut off 
the hand of his daughter if he 
found her stealing (1). 

• Treating individuals differently in 
law leads to inequalities in society 
(1). In the UK fewer white people 
are subjected to police stop and 
search (1). 

Accept any other valid response. 

relate both to 
the reason 
given and to 
the question. 
 

 
Question 
Number 

Indicative content 

7(c) 
 

Students will develop responses using ideas/reasoning/arguments 
such as: 
• Wealthy countries should support the poor in their own 

country. This would lead to improved social cohesion and a 
more stable society. 

• Morally it is the right thing to do. National wealth has, at least 
in part, been created by the exploitation of poor people, for 
example, by the slave trade. 

• Failing to help poor countries leads to increasing problems 
such as international migration and the development of new 
pandemics. 

• Rich nations need to go beyond financial aid, which doesn’t 
always work. They could reform international trade policies so 
that poorer nations get a greater share of the benefits. 
 

Accept any other valid response. 
  
Level Mark Descriptor 
 0 No rewardable material. 
Level 1 1-3 • Limited use of religious terms (A01) 

• Description of relevant religion, beliefs and values is 
mostly satisfactory (A02) 

• Gives a partial explanation of the significance and 
influence of beliefs and values (A02) 
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Level 2 4-6 • Use of religious terms is appropriate and shows 
understanding (AO1) 

• Explanation of relevant religion, beliefs and values is 
comprehensive (A02) 

• Explanation of significance and influence of beliefs and 
values is comprehensive (A02) 

 
Question 
number  

Indicative content Mark 

7(d) Students must underpin their analysis and evaluation with 
knowledge and understanding. Candidates will be required 
to demonstrate thorough knowledge and understanding as 
well as accuracy of religion and belief when responding to 
the question and in meeting AO2 descriptors. 
Students will develop responses using 
ideas/reasoning/arguments such as: 
• Many Jewish people would agree since the Almighty’s 

will is for individuals to exercise free will. Proselytising is 
generally regarded as offensive in Judaism. 

• The Buddha taught his followers to respect those of 
other religions and the clergy. Buddhism does not have 
a tradition of trying to convert others. The Dalai Lama 
has criticised proselytisation. 

• Hinduism does not have a tradition of trying to convert 
others. Many Hindus believe that all paths are equally 
valid in their purest form so followers can choose or 
change to any belief and worship any god or goddess. 

• Many Christians believe they have a God given 
responsibility to convert others. Jesus said, ‘No one 
comes to the father except through me.’ (John 14:16). 
They see converting others as the only way to save them 
from hell. 

• The Qur’an encourages Muslims to ‘Invite all to the Way 
of your Lord with wisdom and kind advice.’ (Surah 
16:125). This suggests people should be offered the 
opportunity to convert but never be forced. 

• For many religious people proselytisation is 
fundamental to their faith, The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints is one of the most active practitioners 
of missionary work. They reported that they had 54,000 
missionaries worldwide at the end of 2021. 
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Accept any other valid response. 
 
Level  Mark  Descriptor  
 0 No rewardable response.  
Level 1 1–3 • Demonstrates isolated elements of understanding of 

religion and belief. 
• Identifies information/issues and makes superficial 

connections among a limited range of elements in the 
question. 

• Judgements are supported by generic arguments to 
produce a conclusion that is not fully justified. 

Level 2 4–6 • Demonstrates limited understanding of religion and 
belief. 

• Deconstructs religious information and makes superficial 
connections between many, but not all, of the elements in 
the question. 

• Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question 
are made. Judgements are supported by an attempt to 
appraise evidence, much of which may be superficial, 
leading to a conclusion that is not fully justified. 

Level 3 7–9 • Demonstrates accurate understanding of religion and 
belief. 

• Deconstructs religious information/issues, leading to 
coherent and logical chains of reasoning that consider 
different viewpoints. And makes connections between 
many, but not all, of the elements in the question.  

• Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of many, 
but not all, of the elements in the question. Judgements 
are supported by the appraisal of evidence, some of which 
may be superficial, leading to a partially justified 
conclusion. 

Level 4 10–12 • Demonstrates sustained accurate and thorough 
understanding of religion and belief. 

• Critically deconstructs religious information/issues, 
leading to coherent and logical chains of reasoning that 
consider different viewpoints and make connections 
between the full range of elements in the question.  

• Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full 
range of elements in the question. Judgements are fully 
supported by the comprehensive appraisal of evidence, 
leading to a fully justified conclusion. 
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Question 
number  

Answer  Mark 

8(a) Award one mark for each point identified up to a 
maximum of three: 
• Non-religious people may give charity (1). 
• Work in a vocational occupation (1). 
• Treat strangers kindly (1). 
• Volunteer at homeless shelters (1). 
• Campaign against unfair imprisonment (1). 

 
Accept any other valid response. 

3 
 
Question 
number  

Answer  Reject  Mark 

8(b) Award one mark for providing an 
example.  Award a second mark for 
development of the example. Up to a 
maximum of four marks. 
• The United Kingdom has a 

persistent gender pay gap (1). 
One reason this occurs is because 
many women work part-time 
when they have children (1). 

• Women are often 
disproportionately affected by 
economic policies (1). Austerity 
affects women more than men 
because women are the majority 
of welfare recipients (1). 

• Women feel less safe in public (1). 
This is exacerbated by the 
violence some women are 
subjected to on the street (1). 

Accept any other valid response. 

• Repeated 
example/ 
development. 

• Development 
that does not 
relate both to 
the example 
given and to 
the question. 

4 
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Question 
Number 

Indicative content 

8(c) 
 

Students will develop responses using ideas/reasoning/arguments 
such as: 
• Religious people may benefit from the opportunity to get to 

know those of other races and learn of their history and culture. 
• The Torah teaches Jewish people ‘Do not oppress a foreigner.’ 

(Exodus 23:9). Living in a multi-ethnic society gives Jews the 
opportunity to treat everyone with kindness and justice. 

• Living in a multi-racial community encourages social harmony. 
Because of their religious beliefs religious people are more likely 
to live and work happily with those of other races. 

• Religious people may have access to a wider range of opinions 
and views in a multi-racial society. This can help them think 
more deeply about their own beliefs and values. 
 

Accept any other valid response. 
Level Mark Descriptor 
 0 No rewardable material. 
Level 1 1-3 • Limited use of religious terms (A01) 

• Description of relevant religion, beliefs and values is 
mostly satisfactory (A02) 

• Gives a partial explanation of the significance and 
influence of beliefs and values (A02) 

Level 2 4-6 • Use of religious terms is appropriate and shows 
understanding (AO1) 

• Explanation of relevant religion, beliefs and values is 
comprehensive (A02) 

• Explanation of significance and influence of beliefs and 
values is comprehensive (A02) 

 
Question 
number  

Indicative content Mark 

8(d) Students must underpin their analysis and evaluation with 
knowledge and understanding. Candidates will be required 
to demonstrate thorough knowledge and understanding as 
well as accuracy of religion and belief when responding to 
the question and in meeting AO2 descriptors. 
Students will develop responses using 
ideas/reasoning/arguments such as: 
• Christians may believe that giving charity is the best way 

to help the poor. Jesus said ‘It is more blessed to give 
than to receive.’ (Acts 20:35). By supporting the needy 
Christians please God. 
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• Sikhs practise charitable giving when they share food at 
the langar. In Sikh communities this ensures the poor do 
not go hungry. 

• Muslims donate a portion of their income as zakah. The 
Qur’an says, ‘Charities are for the poor, and the 
destitute, and those who administer them, and for 
reconciling hearts, and for freeing slaves, and for those 
in debt, and in the path of Allah, and for the traveller in 
need.’ (Surah 9:60) so Muslims are obligated by Allah to 
give charity to the poor. 

• Some Jewish people may suggest there are better ways 
to support the poor. Proverbs 31:8 encourages Jews to 
fight for justice for the poor. ‘Speak up for those who 
cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of all who 
are destitute.’ 

• Some non-religious people believe that charity may 
provide short-term relief, but it is more important to 
bring about structural change is society, so the poor do 
not require charity to survive. 

• Some suggest that charitable giving creates a cycle of 
dependency. It is more important to educate people so 
they can earn a living. 

Accept any other valid response. 
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Level  Mark  Descriptor  
 0 No rewardable response.  
Level 1 1–3 • Demonstrates isolated elements of understanding of 

religion and belief. 
• Identifies information/issues and makes superficial 

connections among a limited range of elements in the 
question. 

• Judgements are supported by generic arguments to 
produce a conclusion that is not fully justified. 

Level 2 4–6 • Demonstrates limited understanding of religion and 
belief. 

• Deconstructs religious information and makes superficial 
connections between many, but not all, of the elements in 
the question. 

• Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question 
are made. Judgements are supported by an attempt to 
appraise evidence, much of which may be superficial, 
leading to a conclusion that is not fully justified. 
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Level 3 7–9 • Demonstrates accurate understanding of religion and 
belief. 

• Deconstructs religious information/issues, leading to 
coherent and logical chains of reasoning that consider 
different viewpoints. And makes connections between 
many, but not all, of the elements in the question.  

• Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of many, 
but not all, of the elements in the question. Judgements 
are supported by the appraisal of evidence, some of which 
may be superficial, leading to a partially justified 
conclusion. 

Level 4 10–12 • Demonstrates sustained accurate and thorough 
understanding of religion and belief. 

• Critically deconstructs religious information/issues, 
leading to coherent and logical chains of reasoning that 
consider different viewpoints and make connections 
between the full range of elements in the question.  

• Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full 
range of elements in the question. Judgements are fully 
supported by the comprehensive appraisal of evidence, 
leading to a fully justified conclusion. 
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