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General Marking Guidance 

  

  

                     All candidates must receive the same treatment.  Examiners 

must mark the first candidate in exactly the same way as they mark 

the last. 

            Mark schemes should be applied positively. Candidates must be 
rewarded for what they have shown they can do rather than penalised 
for omissions. 

                     Examiners should mark according to the mark scheme not 

according to their perception of where the grade boundaries may lie. 

                     There is no ceiling on achievement. All marks on the mark 
scheme should be used appropriately. 

            All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be awarded. 
Examiners should always award full marks if deserved, i.e. if the 

answer matches the mark scheme.  Examiners should also be 
prepared to award zero marks if the candidate’s response is not 

worthy of credit according to the mark scheme. 

             Where some judgement is required, mark schemes will provide 
the principles by which marks will be awarded and exemplification 
may be limited. 

                     When examiners are in doubt regarding the application of the 
mark scheme to a candidate’s response, the team leader must be 
consulted. 

                     Crossed out work should be marked UNLESS the candidate has 

replaced it with an alternative response. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Paper 4: Study of Religion, Option 4E: Judaism – Mark Scheme 
 

Question 

number 

Answer 

1 8 marks AO1 

 

AO1 will be used by candidates to demonstrate knowledge, understanding 

and specialist language and terminology when responding to the question. 

 

Candidates may refer to the following. 

 There is a considerable range of stances about the role of women in 

synagogues. 

 Within an Orthodox synagogue they are worshippers. 

 In Reform synagogues they can become leaders. 

 The experience of Regina Jonas is an interesting case study within Orthodox 

Judaism. 

 Jewish feminist interests may be explored including the training of female 

Rabbis.    

 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable material. 

Level 1 1–2  A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1). 

 Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key religious 

ideas and beliefs with some inaccuracies (AO1). 

 Provides a superficial understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs 

(AO1). 

Level 2 3–5  A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected, 

most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1). 

 Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key religious 

ideas and beliefs (AO1). 

 Develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a depth of understanding 

(AO1). 

Level 3 6–8  A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained 

throughout (AO1). 

 Knowledge and understanding addresses a broad range of key religious 

ideas and beliefs (AO1). 

 Comprehensively develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a depth 

of understanding (AO1). 

  



Question 

number 

Indicative content 

2 4 marks AO1, 8 marks AO2 

 

AO1 will be used by candidates to underpin their analysis and evaluation. 

Candidates will be required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding 

using specialist language and terminology when responding to the 

question, and in meeting AO2 descriptors described below. 

 

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO1. 

 Relevant biographical material may be given. 

 Key features about revelation relevant to the status of Moses 

may be considered. 

 The context of covenant relationship may be analysed.   

 

AO2 requires candidates to develop their answers showing analytical and 

evaluative skills to address the question. Such responses will be 

underpinned by their use of knowledge and understanding. 

 

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO2. 

 Moses is significant because some of the revelations to him reflected 

attributes of God. 

 Moses is significant because of his role in the Exodus. 

 A key factor of the status of Moses is his reception of the Decalogue, given 

that this is central to Jewish belief.   

 Candidates may analyse interrelated themes because of their pre-eminence 

in this context such as Torah and Jewish identity.  

 

Candidates who show achievement only against AO1 will not be able to gain marks 

beyond the top of Level 1. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable material. 

Level 1 1–4  A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1). 

 Information/issues are identified (AO2). 

 Judgements are supported by generalised arguments (AO2). 

Level 2 5–8  A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected, 

most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1). 

 Deconstructs religious information/issues, which lead to a simplistic chain 

of reasoning (AO2). 

 Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made 

(AO2). 

Level 3 9–12  A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained 

throughout (AO1). 

 Critically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent and 

logical chains of reasoning (AO2). 

 Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of 

elements in the question (AO2). 



 

Question 

number 

Indicative content 

3(a) 10 marks AO1 

 

AO1 will be used by candidates to demonstrate knowledge and 

understanding and specialist language and terminology when responding 

to the question. 

 

Candidates may refer to the following. 

 The impact of anti-Semitism may be clarified. 

 The concept of the ‘Final Solution’ and the reasons for this view may be 

clarified. 

 Leading themes of Elie Wiesel’s ‘Night’ may be identified. 

 Particular attention may be given to ideas about concentration camps. 

 The sense of common suffering, tragedy and death may be clarified with 

reference to the expression ‘the same smoke’. 

 The evidence for hope and survival may be clarified. 

  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable material. 

Level 1 1–3  A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1). 

 Knowledge and understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs is 

superficial (AO1). 

 Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key religious 

ideas and beliefs with some inaccuracies that are not directly linked to the 

extract (AO1). 

Level 2 4–6  A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected, 

most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1). 

 Knowledge and understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs is 

detailed, however it is not fully developed (AO1). 

 Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key religious 

ideas and beliefs and are linked in most cases to reference from the 

extract (AO1). 

Level 3 7–10  A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained 

throughout (AO1). 

 Knowledge and understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs is detailed 

and fully developed (AO1). 

 Knowledge and understanding addresses a broad range of key religious 

ideas and beliefs and are fully linked to references from the extract (AO1). 



Question 

number 

Indicative content 

3(b) 5 marks AO1, 15 marks AO2 

 

If candidates analyse just one response they cannot normally proceed beyond level 

3. 

For the purposes of this mark scheme Orthodox Judaism is selected as one response 

and Fackenheim (Reform) as the second. This illustrates the range of legitimate 

responses.   

 

AO1 will be used by candidates to underpin their analysis and evaluation. 

Candidates will be required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding 

using specialist language and terminology when responding to the 

question, and in meeting AO2 descriptors described below. 

 

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO1. 

 Some Ultra-Orthodox Jews consider that the Holocaust was a 

punishment for sin. 

 For some Jews this is evidence for the death of God. 

 Many Jews would consider that the Holocaust symbolises the 

idea of the suffering servant.  

  

 

AO2 requires candidates to develop their answers showing analytical and 

evaluative skills to address the question. Such responses will be 

underpinned by their use of knowledge and understanding. 

 

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO2. 

 The wholesale destruction of Jews and their religion and culture 

is critical in this context because this determined various 

theodicies and secular responses. 

 One notable Orthodox response is to accuse Reform movements 

of being indirectly responsible because assimilation increased 

anti-Semitism. 

 Some links between Orthodoxy and Zionism were formed, 

including Zionist Orthodox theology and these argue that this 

combination adds to the development of Judaism. 

 In the context of the Holocaust there is a radical departure from 

Orthodoxy towards secular Judaism because of the need to 

understand the problem of evil. 

 Fackenheim had some first-hand experience of Nazi Pogroms 

and this is significant because he did not want to give Hitler a 

posthumous victory and hence his views lead to the significance 

of 614 commandments. 

 Fackenheim’s moral imperative stresses the continuing survival 

of the Jewish people because this shows the on-going work of 

God. 

 

        

Candidates who show achievement only against AO1 will not be able to gain marks 

beyond the top of Level 1. 



Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable material. 

Level 1 1–4  A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1). 

 Information/issues are selected (AO2). 

 Makes basic connections between a limited range of elements in the 

question (AO2). 

 Judgements are supported by generic arguments (AO2). 

Level 2 5–8  A limited range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

selected, some of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies 

(AO1). 

 Deconstructs religious information/issues (AO2). 

 Makes connections between a limited range of elements in the question 

(AO2). 

 Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made with 

little or no attempt to appraise evidence (AO2). 

Level 3 9–12  A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected, 

most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1). 

 Deconstructs religious information/issues, which lead to a simple chain of 

reasoning (AO2). 

 Makes connections between many but not all of the elements in the 

question (AO2). 

 Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made, 

which are supported by an attempt to appraise evidence (AO2). 

Level 4 13–16  A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

carefully selected, most of which are used appropriately and accurately 

throughout (AO1). 

 Deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent and logical 

chains of reasoning (AO2). 

 Makes connections between a wide range of elements in the question 

(AO2). 

 Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of many but not all of the 

elements in the question, which are supported by the appraisal of some 

evidence (AO2). 

Level 5 17–20  A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained 

throughout (AO1). 

 Critically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent 

and logical chains of reasoning (AO2). 

 Makes connections between the full range of elements in the question 

(AO2). 

 Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of 

elements in the question, which are fully supported by the 

comprehensive appraisal of evidence (AO2). 

 



Question 

number 

Indicative content 

 

4 5 marks AO1, 25 marks AO2 

 

AO1 will be used by candidates to underpin their analysis and evaluation. 

Candidates will be required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding 

using specialist language and terminology when responding to the 

question, and in meeting AO2 descriptors described below. 

 

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO1. 

 There can be a range of expressions within Orthodox Judaism. 

 There can be a range of interpretations within Reform Judaism. 

 Some Jews maintain their liberal identity while cherishing traditional 

Orthodox practices.   

 

AO2 requires candidates to develop their answers showing analytical and 

evaluative skills to address the question. Such responses will be 

underpinned by their use of knowledge and understanding. 

 

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO2. 

 Candidates may explore a range of interpretations relating to Jewish 

identity because this theme underpins the question. 

 Orthodoxy may claim to have the distinctive features of Jewish identity 

because this is based on the God-given Torah. 

 The distinctive Orthodox practices in synagogues and religious observances 

in the home are significant because they claim to be the hallmarks of 

Jewish identity. 

 Reform’s changes of beliefs and practices over time are critical to Jewish 

identity because these illustrate different emphases. 

 Reform, as a liberal religious movement, has strengths and weaknesses 

because of its willingness to develop and change its self-identity. 

 Developments in Judaism may be linked with the work of key critiques 

about the existence of God. (This shows links with Philosophy of Religion). 

 Developments in Judaism may be linked to meta-ethics including debates 

about ethical language as seen in Orthodox and Reform debates (This 

shows links with Religion and Ethics). 

 Developments in Judaism in relation to inter-faith issues, such as the 

relationships between Jesus and Jewish authorities can be explored. (This 

shows links with New Testament Studies).           



 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable material. 

Level 1 1–6  A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1). 

 Information/issues are identified (AO2). 

 Makes basic connections between a limited range of elements in the 

question (AO2). 

 Judgements are supported by generic arguments (AO2). 

 Judgements made with no attempt to appraise evidence (AO2). 

 Conclusions are provided but are simplistic and/or generic (AO2). 

Level 2 7–12  A limited range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

selected, some of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies 

(AO1). 

 Deconstructs religious information/issues (AO2). 

 Makes connections between a limited range of elements in the question 

(AO2). 

 Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made (AO2). 

 Judgements made with little or no attempt to appraise evidence (AO2). 

 Conclusions are provided, which loosely draw together ideas but with little 

or no attempt to justify (AO2). 

Level 3 13–18  A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected, 

most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1). 

 Deconstructs religious information/issues, which lead to a simplistic chain of 

reasoning (AO2). 

 Makes connections between many but not all of the elements in the 

question (AO2). 

 Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made (AO2). 

 Judgements are supported by an attempt to appraise evidence (AO2). 

 Conclusions are provided, which logically draw together ideas and are 

partially justified (AO2). 

Level 4 19–24  A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

carefully selected, most of which are used appropriately and accurately 

throughout (AO1). 

 Deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent and logical 

chains of reasoning (AO2). 

 Makes connections between a wide range of elements in the question 

(AO2). 

 Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of many but not all of 

elements in the question (AO2). 

 Reasoned judgements are supported by the appraisal of some evidence 

(AO2). 

 Convincing conclusions are provided, which fully and logically draw together 

ideas and are partially justified (AO2). 

Level 5 25-30  A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained 

throughout (AO1). 

 Critically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent and 

logical chains of reasoning (AO2). 

 Makes connections between the full range of elements in the question 

(AO2). 

 Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of elements 

in the question (AO2). 

 Reasoned judgements are fully supported by the comprehensive appraisal 

of evidence (AO2). 

 Convincing conclusions are provided, which fully and logically draw together 

ideas and are fully justified (AO2). 
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