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SECTION A: TRANSLATION 
 
Question 1 
 
Translate the following passage into Italian. 
 
I am 17 and am going through a difficult time. My parents have always had clear 
ideas about my future. They want me to study law, but only because my father is a 
lawyer. I would rather be a journalist. 
When I was 14, they sent me to a school I didn’t like. If they had listened to me I 
would have got better results and now I would be happier. 
Parents should allow us to choose what we want to do. 
 
I am 17 Ho 17 anni 
and am going through   e sto vivendo/attraversando/passando 
a difficult time.  un periodo/momento difficile 
My parents I miei (genitori) 
have always had hanno (da) sempre avuto 
clear ideas (le) idee chiare 
about my future. sul mio futuro/riguardo al/a proposito 

del mio futuro. 
They want Vogliono  
me to study che studi 
law, legge/giurisprudenza, 
but only because ma solo/soltanto/solamente perché 
my father mio padre/papà 
is a lawyer. fa l’/è avvocato. 
I would rather Io preferirei 
be a journalist. fare il/la / essere un/una giornalista. 
When I was 14, A 14 anni/quando avevo 14 anni 
they sent me mi hanno mandato 
to a school a/in una scuola 
I didn’t like. che non mi piaceva. 
If they had listened to me Se mi avessero ascoltato/a, 
I would have got avrei avuto/preso/ottenuto 
better results (dei) risultati/voti migliori 
and now e adesso/ora  
I would be sarei 
happier. più contenta/o /felice. 
Parents should I genitori dovrebbero 
allow us permetterci di/lasciarci 
to choose scegliere  
what  quello/ciò che/che cosa/che 
we want to do. vogliamo fare. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

 Section B: Creative or Discursive Essay   
Question 2: Below are the Suggested ideas for essays. Candidates may well come up 
with entirely different material which will be rewarded on its merits as a response to 
the task. 
 
Creative Essay 

 
Question 
Number 

Question 

2 (a) “Tutto arriva a chi sa aspettare” dice un proverbio ed è proprio quello che 
è successo a me... 
 

Scrivi la continuazione di questa storia in prima persona. 
 

 Suggested Answer 
 This will provide candidates with the opportunity to write an imaginative 

story. There will be an account of what has happened stemming from a 
simulus (the writer being patient and waiting for something they wanted) 
and what then ensues as a result. The response should be written in the 
first person. The story should be developed and well structured. 

 Mark 
 (45) 

 
Question 
Number 

Question 

2 (b)  
Che cosa è successo? Scrivi un dialogo tra due dei vigili del fuoco che 
sono intervenuti in questa situazione.  
 
[foto pompieri all’esterno di una casa]   
 

 Suggested Answer 
 This is an invitation for the candidate to write about a situation requiring 

the intervention of the fire brigade. The candidate is asked to explain 
what has happened from the point of view of two of the firemen involved. 
The response must be written as a dialogue.  

 Mark 
 (45) 

 
Question 
Number 

Question 

2 (c)    

Una settimana senza tecnologia 

Un giornalista racconta i suoi 7 giorni privo di cellulare, 
pc, iPod, tv digitale, navigatore ecc... 

La mancanza di alcuni gadget rende difficili cose banali, 
ma dà più tempo per la famiglia 

 
    
Immagina di essere il/la giornalista che ha vissuto questa esperienza e 
scrivi un articolo giornalistico.                             



 

 Suggested Answer 
 The headline is about a personal experience of the journalist who has to 

write about a week with no technology and how he/she has coped. The 
response must also include some reference to the second part of the 
headline regarding his/her opinion about life being more complicated but 
having more time to devote to his/her family. 

 Mark 
 (45) 
 
 
Discursive Essay 

 
Question 
Number 

Question 

2 (d) Secondo te il riscaldamento globale è davvero un problema per il mondo 
o viene esagerato dagli scienziati? 

 
  Suggested Answer 
 This title will give candidates an opportunity to discuss an environmental 

issue, concentrating on global warning. They will have to take a stance on 
the question in the title, i.e. whether they think that global warming is a 
real problem or whether it may be exagerated by scientists. Although the 
issue is a well reahearsed one the question has a thought provoking 
slant. Candidates will present a balanced argument discussing the key 
points for and against. They will undoubtedly take a strong viewpoint but 
conclusions should be fully justified and clearly expressed.  

 Mark 
 (45) 

 
Question 
Number 

Question 

2 (e) Sei d’accordo con chi sostiene che i siti di social network come Facebook 
siano pericolosi? 

 
 Suggested Answer 
 Candidates will have to discuss whether social network sites like 

Facebook can be dangerous. They should present a balanced argument 
considering all the key points for and against but concentrating on the 
dangers. The essay should be well structured. 

 Mark 
 (45) 

 
Question 
Number 

Question 

2 (f) Che cosa è necessario secondo te per essere felici? 
 

 Suggested Answer 
 This is the more “philosophical” title. Candidates will have to consider 

what is necessary to be happy in their views. All points should be logically 
sequenced and coherent. 

 Mark 
 (45) 

 
 
 
 



 

 
Question 
Number 

Question 

2 (g) Secondo te i giovani dovrebbero avere un ruolo più significativo in 
politica? 

 
 Suggested 

Answer 
 Candidates will consider whether young people should have a more 

active role in politics. This could lead to a wider discussion on how 
important politics is to the younger generations. The essay should be 
well structured and come to an informed conclusion. 

 Mark 
 (45) 



 

 



 

 
Section C: Creative or Discursive Essay 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

Section C: Research-based project 
 
 
Q.3 (a) Quali sono le principali attrazioni turistiche della regione o città che hai 

studiato? Secondo te, le sue potenzialità turistiche sono pienamente 
sfruttate?  

 
Candidates will have to describe the main tourist attractions of the 
region/city they have studied and assess whether they are fully exploited or 
not. They might add what more could be done to fully exploit them.  

 
 
 
Q.3 (b) Secondo te, quale avvenimento ha cambiato il corso della storia nel 

periodo che hai studiato? Giustifica la tua risposta. 
 

Candidates will have to consider event of the period they have studied has 
been the most significant in changing the course of history and they have to 
explain why. They should refer to only one event. 

 
 
 
Q.3 (c)  Secondo te qual è il problema più grave della società italiana 

contemporanea e come potrebbe essere risolto? 
 
            Candidates will have to consider which is the most serious problem/issue in 

modern Italian society has been the most significant and how it could be 
solved. Again, they should concentrate on just one issue. 

 
 
 
Q.3 (d)  Quale ti sembra l’avvenimento più importante del libro, l’opera 

teatrale o il film da te studiato e perché è così importante? 
 

Candidates will have to describe the most important event in their chosen 
text, play or film and explain why it so important in their views. 
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