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Introduction

On this paper candidates are assessed on their ability to communicate effectively through
writing in French. They are expected to write effectively for a variety of purposes across a
range of specified contexts and to show competency in several areas:

- to describe and narrate in short and more extended texts in a clear and coherent way to
convey meaning, give information, present facts, key points, express and justify ideas and
opinions

- translate a passage

- write simple sentences in familiar language and use a variety of vocabulary and
grammatical structures with some complexity accurately and fluently

- use present, past and future tenses

- use appropriate style and register.

The Paper

- one hour and twenty minutes

- 60 marks available

- dictionaries are not permitted

- instructions to candidates are all in French.

The Questions

- two open questions and a translation from English to French

- candidates answer all questions with two questions presenting two options.
- recommended word counts are specified for each open question

- each question is set in a context drawn from the themes and topics

- tasks feature general content that are familiar and accessible to all candidates

- the length required for each response and the complexity of language increases across the
paper.

Assessment
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Candidates’ ability is assessed accordingly:

8§ question 1: convey information, narrate, express opinions, interest and convince.
Candidates have to use the informal register. This question is common to the foundation tier.

8§ question 2: convey information. Candidates have to use the formal register

§ question 3: translate a short passage from English to French. The individual sentences are
ordered in increasing level of difficulty.

Candidates are not penalised for exceeding or falling short of the word limit or for going
beyond the mandatory bullet points.
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Question 1 (a)
This question addresses the theme of School and the topic of school activities.

Many candidates answered this well and seemed to enjoy describing the clubs and gave
numerous opinions on why from being with friends to the teachers being fun. Some
combined the first two bullet points into one section, making it difficult to unravel the
different parts when marking, for example by writing about a club, giving an opinion about it
and then repeating the process. Some candidates omitted to answer bullet point three, but
those who did, most of them seemed to understand what the bullet point was asking for and
answered successfully in the past tense though often the auxiliary was missing. The last
bullet point was done well with candidates implying the future either by using 'je vais' or 'je
voudrais' or some more ambitious structures such as 'j'ai l'intention de' or 'j'espere’ plus the
infinitive. There was good linking and grammatical constructions at this level together with
opinions given for bullet points one and three as well as the mandatory one for bullet point
two.
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1 (a) Ecris un email a ton ami Paul sur les activités scolaires.

Tu dois faire référence aux points suivants : W S g
- les clubs dans ton collége -2 M ¢ Lh ‘}"f"/ T
- cequetu penses des clubs a7t ';wxﬂ,;}f.. 49 U(/"‘]"Ij | bﬂy rﬂJVEm

«  la derniére excursion scolaire que tu as faite 4»/% M
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Y { ResultsPlus
b/‘----. Examiner Comments

This is a solid answer covering all bullet points with development on
each one including a nice comparison to the past for the first bullet
point and for the third bullet point, a reflection on the beautiful French
countryside and the benefits of jogging, Also the comment on how the
brother plays the trumpet is a nice touch. There are slight moments of
hesitation with an omission about who the candidate went on the trip
with and the use of ‘trip’, but these are very minor. Tenses are secure
and there is variety with pronouns and idioms.

T\ ResultsPlus

\ Examiner Tip

The omission of whom the candidate went on the school trip does
make the reader hesitate as well as the word 'trip', so candidates
would be well advised to leave time to read through their answer
forensically to pick up such omissions and mistakes.
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1 (a) Ecris un email & ton ami Paul sur les activités scolaires. fesenle O P

egted ™ o

Tu dois faire référence aux points suivants : : W : s
, CvadiBonal & ok
les clubs dans ton collége 35y “ g

. SQME\"L N k;ﬂﬁ
ce que tu penses des clubs apialns ™

la derniére excursion scolaire que tu as faite Yood Prmsesa =

+ une activité que tu vas faire I'année prochaine. o |

Ecris 80-90 mots environ en franqais.

[
Porce  Gue Mo (fue  Sewr voir lo P
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1 (a) Ecris un emall & ton ami Paul sur les activités scolaires,
Tu dois faire référence aux points suivants :
les clubs dans ton college
ce que tu penses des clubs
la derniére excursion scolaire que tu as faite
une activité que tu vas faire I'année prochaine.

Ecris 80-90 mots environ en frangais.
(20)

eIl a beawowp des Cubs. dens. ton . (ol -Un

o ame . COah o . pour Yen Govgs @t ade Yon mackal.
A Ca hn penx developd  peavese neveaw. SE\s ok sop
dars e gehe g fepreents Yon_ prnees demven nlemebional.,
tla . Servira . demierve , nows ONE__en.  un excwsion. de. ...
L Sevdaive . Nows, . alersller  em—franee—ek en 48 Sud b Frone,
Ceﬂw*rWrﬂNnusm&l#\ﬁM&lﬁ\amcwﬁp
Sepape DM dans. e Soir, e beansonp  des  gersonnes en
...... b fwe  pewt W clebmbion.. 2% Je. ps. detrice
Tne ackivitd  ton . emie gire  Joande  plockeine  Clest b
Ale. - ~ . Visivemis. e Londa . 31 el dw Yomek g

- Onater s e -«pé&} ............. Souvenits. . pou ¢ Mon.. gu.ni].lg.__.-_r.._ ...............................................
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Question 1 (b)

This question addresses the theme of International and Global Dimension and the topic of
the environment.

Clearly a topic candidates enjoy writing about. Most were able to write about how they help
the environment for bullet point one though quite a few wrote about the main issues there
are with the environment more generally, which showed a lack of close reading of the bullet
point and more a presentation of pre-learnt material. Expressing an opinion on the state of
their town was done well and very creatively in some cases with heartfelt concerns. Quite a
few candidates misinterpreted 'comment' in the last bullet point and instead of writing about
how they would travel in the future mentioned where they would go.

There was good use of topic-specific vocabulary on the whole with some complex language
including linking phrases and subordinate clauses, but equally many candidates' command
of tenses was insecure.
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1 (b) Ecris un email & ton ami(e) francais(e).
Tu dols faire référence aux points suivants :
« comment tu aides I'environnement
« ton opinion sur la pollution en ville
« ce que tu as fait récemment pour protéger la planéte
« comment tu vas voyager a l'avenir.
Ecris 80-90 mots environ en frangais.

i?)"\“ (omrnaunt ooon-In 7 (20)
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.....;Lm.,n.m o .ol 0 i g o o . g i ot o o of v

o de B apfﬂmmanwuﬁa@ammu ......

Mmmm ...............................
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Ao i vk o o kg Lo ot B
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! 1 (b) Ecris un email & ton ami(e) francais(e).

| Tu dois faire référence aux points suivants :
+ comment tu aides I'environnement
« ton opinion sur la pollution en ville

« ce que tu as fait récemment pour protéger la planéte

. cémment tu vas voyager a l'avenir.

Ecris 80-90 mots environ en frangais.

- : . NN quﬂ., \)e.- m .....................................
q}m, ° m\ le.- !Fbu:a mgmr\m\r PON O OO

CNous. L owons. ‘%W“ YWY VS VI C,’c?-b)r .......... o
M@m ............... paur quot.. Juhhbt oy le P )
............... m@m J zsslmrt {,«. quion Ansny ea Mm,

Jc. UK wu?mk e

AN ABLY VL M. je Mos.»n
L‘UL,...._.L& ............ ?9 ,LLuhm on. Wl e b
Groadep o Mdane . Ao Wi, sUoon e

o e MU on PI’.U\' Vo qve \ea dédels son \:__
FM‘W\:& Q,mm awwoae b Lo ville e hes wwedne

@Le, weakand. . dewien, ' V&n\na‘:a cl.mm mw
Wm b M Conrve ?0\1»\'\0*\ Now

L Lu\'\'lL
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This ¢

The most creative and competent candidates really enjoyed talking about work with some
philosophical insights. The first bullet point was done well by most candidates with some
interesting reasons, whilst the weaker candidates wrote about earning money and buying
essentials. Bullet point two proved to be quite popular as clearly many had done work
experience and were keen to write about it and give the benefits, though mostly they
concluded that work is hard and sometimes boring! Bullet point three was mostly well-
developed by stronger candidates otherwise it was quite repetitive: to learn about another
culture and food. For bullet point four, some candidates misinterpreted 'travail' for travel and
so wrote about travel plans.

There were some very good complex constructions and interesting vocabulary, but at the
lower end, many spelling mistakes: 'a I'étranger, nouveau/nouvelle; nourriture,
travail/travailler; carriere; salaire, paye/payer/bien/mal payé and the omission of 'de' in
'gagner de l'argent'.
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2 (a) Tu écris un article sur le travail.
Tu dois faire référence aux points suivants : %
« Ppourquoi travailler est important
« [ un job que tu as fait récemmentmw
« K les avantages de travailler a I'étranger Preseat =
+ ¥ tes projets de travail pour l'avenir. m
Justifie tes idées et ton opinion. W

Ecris 130150 mots environ en frangais.
(28)

Davord, Cest. nmpowant womme. g0\ faut que pour
P =" et (€51 e Mmellleur. pour
.,gangﬁ..........ﬂmrgent ®COC 'aarmre 1€3...9€n%.. riches. 7€,
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mon__ceve £e® accer [es  animamx, Tespere gyl

je peux @ lavenic,
avder (¢ plus

GCSE French 1TFRO4H 18



fersoneliement.. je. minteresse a dravacller
A l'étranger, e crOlS gue tU peUt rouver

pouveux. ames., donc 1t _ne as pas. _le. .

...... 80 fravail , et  je pense e gue  Ce sera
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-

‘ guc | .
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19 GCSE French 1FRO 4H



GCSE French 1TFRO 4H 20



2 (a) Tu écris un article sur le travail.
Tu dois faire référence aux points suivants : Qu"'r“"‘
+ pourquoi travailler est important \oe
un job que tu as fait récemment o
les avantages de travailler a 'étranger QRLATS
gt Sem®
tes projets de travail pour 'avenir.
Justifie tes idées et ton opinion.

Ecris 130-150 mots environ en frangais.

|||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||
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2 (a) Tu écris un article sur le travail.
N
Tu dois faire référence aux points suivants : — ¥
(AOf A 3

. — @
ec“"ﬂ pourquoi travailler est important Nm Qe o X SOOI
@+ unjobquetuasfaitrécemment — Romed Y L
RO les avantages de travailler a I'étranger

@ tes projets de travail pour l'avenir.
Justifie tes idées et ton opinion.

Ecris 130-150 mots environ en frangais.
(28)
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Question 2 (b)

This question deals with the theme of International and Global Dimension and the topic of a
sports event.

Most candiates performed well on this question and for bullet point one, wrote about a
sporting event based on seeing a sports person in action or an event that had inspired them.
Some candidates however wrote about an event they were going to organise thereby
interpreting the 'tu veux' as 'tu vas'. As a consequence, they repeated the idea for bullet point
four. For the latter bullet point, most maintained the spirit of the question by writing about a
sports event, whilst others wrote about what they were going to do after their exams such as
holiday plans, which was acceptable. For bullet point two, candidates wrote about either an
event they had seen on the television or at school. There were some very good and creative
answers for bullet point three though most mentioned the benefits for not only physical but
also mental health.

On the whole, the vocabulary used for this question was good and there was complexity with
some interesting idioms.
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2 (b) Ecris un article sur un événement sportif que tu veux organiser.

Tu dois faire référence aux points suivants : - oo s
+  l'événement sportif que tu veux organiser - ?—nu%

n I
« un événement sportif que tu as vu récemment - a

pourquoi le sport est important pour les jeunes
tes projets pour un événement aprés les examens.

Justifie tes idées et ton opinion.

Ecris 130-150 mots environ en frangais.
(28)
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Question 3

This question addresses the theme of Local Area, Holiday and Travel.

The passage was translated very well by most candidates and far better than in previous
years. Most completed it rather than giving up before the end. Elements which caused the
most problems were 'abroad’, 'the weather is hot' and 'tried'. Some verb forms were shaky
such as third person 'prefers' and prepositions were an issue in phrases such as the
aforementioned 'abroad’, 'during' and 'in the summer".

3 Traduis le passage suivant en frangais.

I like to go out with friends and to visit museums. However, during the holidays, |
normally stay at home and | watch television. My mother prefers going abroad in the
summer because the weather is hot. Last year, in France, | tried to speak French with
my family every day.
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3 Traduis le passage suivant en frangais.

I like to go out with friends and to visit museums. However, during the holidays, |
normally stay at home and | watch television. My mother prefers going abroad in the
summer because the weather is hot. Last year, in France, | tried to speak French with
my family every day.

Jaione SN oVel amis. et visiter 1€s. MUsees.
Cependent.,. dang..1es vacances, 1€ normalement
(ester 010 Masen et je regarde o t€lé.
Mo ere prefere aler l'etranger enlete
porce gutl Fait chaud. Lannee dernere,
en_france, jyespPere pader (e {rdNCaIS avec .
mo_famille tous €5 joure.

37 GCSE French 1FRO 4H



3 Traduis le passage suivant en frangais.
I like to go out with friends and to visit museums. However, during the holidays, |
normally stay at home and | watch television. My mother prefers going abroad in the
summer because the weather is hot. Last year, in France, | tried to speak French with
my family every day.
B 0\ TR ¢ SN Ut
(‘3\'- V\S\“ﬂ: R mw&@.

........... vacones.... NO.C.MM&!WN | 3&, sm ke oo

moa otk 3o focde e ee. oo
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice.
In question 1 and 2 make sure:

-you adhere to the word limit to allow time more time to think about what each bullet point
requires or to make sure all bullet points are covered

- commonly recurring words such as 'travail' and question words such as 'comment' are
known so as to recognise them in bullet points

- you write only what is relevant to bullet points, so as to spend time fulfilling the
requirements of the task with clarity

- if using idiomatic phrases that they are appropriate to the task and correctly implemented
by practising them in the run-up to the exam. This applies to the use of complex grammatical
constructions too.

In question 4 make sure:

¢ you translate every element by dividing the English passage into smaller part
e you leave time at the end to check language, especially verbs and, if complex structures
are used, their accuracy.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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